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SERVICE FEE MEMORANDUM

MS-CE-03-04-15

TO:

Office of Vocational Rehabilitation Staff

Field Administrators, Counselors, and Assistants




Barry Newill, Daniel Languedoc, and Todd Ward, CDPCRC



Office for the Blind Staff

FROM:

Charles Puckett, Program Administrator



Office of Vocational Rehabilitation



Claudia Eldridge, VR Assistant



Office for the Blind

DATE:

May 3, 2004

UPDATE:  August 25, 2004
RE:

Purchase of Speecheasy Fluency Device

The following guidelines are to be followed when purchasing a Speecheasy Fluency Device:

1. At least a moderate rating on the stuttering severity scale as indicated by a thorough third-party assessment is required.

2. There must be evidence that the stuttering represents a significant impediment to employment.

3. The need for the device must be directly related to the achievement of the individual’s vocational goal.

4. Use of the device will be expected to improve functioning in the areas of answering, asking, and conversation by at least fifty percent (50%).

5. There must be documentation that less expensive treatment options have been attempted or considered and have resulted in no or limited improvement in functioning.  Specifically, the possible use of the Fluency Master as an alternative solution should be addressed.  Advantages of the Speecheasy over the Fluency Master must be illustrated in each individual case to justify the purchase of the more expensive Speecheasy.

6. The Department will provide only the base model.  Accessories or features added to the base unit for cosmetic or convenience reasons, such as volume control or the additional charge for an in-the-canal model, will be paid by the consumer if he or she chooses to include them.

7. A thorough review of the effectiveness of the device as it relates to the vocational goal by the counselor or rehabilitation technologist/engineer, in consultation with other professionals as needed, will be conducted within thirty (30) days of the individual receiving the device.  If it is deemed to be ineffective, the device must be returned within thirty (30) days to the provider, unless the consumer chooses to purchase the device with his or her own funds.

If further guidance is needed, please consult with the rehabilitation technologist/engineer in your area.  This device may be charged to the rehabilitation technology budget.
