KENTUCKY OFFICE FOR THE BLIND

STATE REHABILITATION COUNCIL

Quarterly Meeting

July 22, 2016
McDowell Center

Louisville, Kentucky

Members present: Susan Ament, Angela Anderson, Deborah Culpepper, Jennifer Hall, Twyla Hammons (ex-officio), Scott Heads, Cathy Jackson, Vanessa Jones, David Lawson, Deb Lewis, Carla Ruschival, Rhonda Skidmore Todd Stephens, Shirley Stivers and Theresa Thomas
Members absent: Nancy Clayton, Randall Deaton, Dennis Franklin, Grant Logsdon, and Peggy Sinclair-Morris
OFB Staff present: Becky Cabe, Allison Flanagan, Scott Fricano, Cora McNabb, Rosie Renier-Powell, Marlon Linton and Jennifer Wright
Guests present: Cecil Cox, Adam Ruschival and Elaine Weisbard 
Welcome
The July 22, 2016 meeting of the Office for the Blind’s State Rehabilitation Council (SRC) was called to order at 11:15 a.m. by Vice Chair Shirley Stivers who was filling in due to the absence of Chair, Dennis Franklin. Guests were introduced along with council members and staff from the Office for the Blind (OFB). 
Training Topic – Bioptic Driving – Marlon Linton
Marlon Linton, a Bioptic driving instructor for the Office for the Blind (OFB) told the council that the Bioptic driving program was started in 2001. He explained the vision requirements for admission to the program and that there are several types of bioptic lenses and sunshields. 

Mr. Linton explained the program application process to the members. He said an eye physician sees the candidate for a vision test and then their OFB counselor refers them to one of the agency’s two Bioptic driving instructors. The instructor administers a paper motor vehicle perception test and then evaluates the candidate in the car on the passenger side before he approves them. If accepted as a candidate, a report is sent to the counselor who authorizes payment for the bioptic device.

Once the student receives the bioptic device they are given Orientation & Mobility (O&M) instruction to get them used to using it before they get behind the wheel.  He said that he always recommends a lot of practice with the bioptic device before beginning the driving training. He said that 99.9% of applicants were approved from their evaluation.
Mr. Linton reported that Kentucky does not require vision re-testing for driver’s license renewal so some people come to the program already possessing a valid driver’s license. When someone doesn’t have a license, they are given a form to exempt them from the traditional vision test. If the student has a license, they need 30 hours of bioptic training. If they don’t, they must receive 60 hours of training behind the wheel, using the device. 

It is a legal requirement that the student must have their eyes re-examined 30 days prior to taking the test for their bioptic license, and once licensed, every year thereafter, in their birth month. They must meet the legal vision requirements for the Bioptic driver’s license so, if their vision changes to something outside the required parameters, they will lose their license. 

Mr. Linton said that under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) there is a lot of money available with Pre-Employment Transition Services (Pre-ETS) to pay for high school students to receive Bioptic training and the agency has been using some contract trainers to accommodate that need.
Previously, night drivers had to have a Bioptic day license first and be accident-free for three years before they could get the night license. Mr. Linton said that a couple of years ago that law was changed. He said there is a very high success rate for Bioptic licensure.

Mr. Linton told the council that there are at least 44 states that have a Bioptic driving program but Kentucky is one of the only ones that work with those who have color blindness. He said that the Bioptic driving program has made the difference in many people’s lives. He said that eye physicians refer to the program even when they don’t know about OFB’s other services. If a person is interested in the program but doesn’t meet the criteria for OFB services, they can self-pay and still get the training. 
He said that as a vocational rehabilitation agency, priority of service is given to those who will lose their job without the license and those who are actively seeking employment. 
Mr. Linton reported that statistically, the rate of accidents versus non-Bioptic drivers is the same or less than average. He said there are probably around 225 licensed bioptic drivers on the road in Kentucky. 

Approval of the April 22, 2016 Meeting Minutes
Copies of the April 22, 2016 meeting minutes were distributed to members prior to the meeting in accordance with the bylaws. Vanessa Jones made a motion that the minutes be accepted. Cathy Jackson seconded the motion. A vote was taken and the motion carried.

Chair Report 

Chair Franklin was absent so there was no chair report.
Office for the Blind Agency Reports
Executive Director – Allison Flanagan
Ms. Flanagan gave a personnel update. She said that the agency’s fiscal manager and a fiscal staff member had resigned to take positions outside of state government. She reported that a current staff member had just started taking on some fiscal responsibilities but it would take some time before she would be functioning fully in that role. The Personnel Cabinet has instituted a hiring freeze within the Education and Workforce Development Cabinet so OFB is working with the cabinet to loan someone from their fiscal staff to the agency and is also working with Office of Vocational Rehabilitation (OVR) fiscal staff for some coverage of the fiscal duties until additional staff can be hired.
Kent Jones, long time O&M Instructor at the McDowell Center, is retiring. His last day will be July 31st.  The agency will have to do some contract work to fill that need. She said a new KBE director was to start on July 1 but had decided to decline the position.

Ms. Flanagan reported on the budget through June 30. She told the council that OFB had already had to use state funds from the next fiscal year. She said, however, that the agency was heading in the right direction with spending. Last year OFB spent $160,000 of the following year’s funds and this year only $88,000 had to be borrowed from the upcoming year’s funds. Last year OFB had to turn back $1.1 million to the federal government and this year it will only return a million. 
The Governor has started the Red Tape Initiative. He is asking all agencies to look at their regulations to see what can be done away with or simplified. The agency has five different regulations they are reviewing. This must be completed and submitted to the cabinet by July 29th.

Ms. Flanagan discussed the implication of WIOA on OFB. The final regulations came out and there are 984 pages. The Title I performance measures and infrastructure are 1500 pages. She said that the Act has conflicting parts but she and Cora McNabb would be attending training on August 9th and hoped to get some clarification on things. The Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA) is also supposed to be sending some additional clarification out sometime in August. She said that RSA had given conflicting information on what services could be covered and paid under Pre-ETS and she hoped that would be clarified soon.

Ms. Flanagan reported that OVR had closed all but Category I in their Order of Selection. 
She said that OFB is targeting juvenile justice and foster care in the Technical Assistance Center, related to WIOA. Target Communities Technical Assistance Center has contacted OFB and OVR to do technical assistance in Lee, Breathitt and Jackson counties with four different consumer groups to connect them with resources.  She said the agency was working on reporting and was trying to figure out how to collect data. She said it was very confusing and there had not been good guidance on this.
Ms. Flanagan asked for questions, and there were none.

The council adjourned for lunch at 12:15 and reconvened at 1:00.

Consumer Services – Becky Cabe

Ms. Cabe reported that thru June 30th there had been 673 Independent Living (IL) program consumers served, 322 are still in open status.  In the IL program, there are seven counselors plus an administrator who also carries a caseload. Three counselors are currently working with over 100 consumers and have waiting lists. There are 110 counties who have consumers served by IL services. 

In the Vocational Rehabilitation (VR) program thru June 30th there have been 350 new referrals, 1378 consumers served with 1,017 cases still open. The average caseload per counselor is 76 consumers. There have been 152 cases closed successfully so far this year. The average wage overall is $15.56 with the average in the eastern half of the state being $14.17 and the western half being $16.37.

Ms. Cabe told the council that the INSIGHT program was held at Morehead State University in June. There were 18 students who successfully completed the program. This was the 10th Anniversary of that program. 
She said that the KSB Summer Work Program was for two weeks at Kentucky Kingdom and they were really pleased with the results. There were 13 students who participated and OFB provided job coaches to four students who would not have been able to participate otherwise. Kentucky Kingdom asked to hire five of the students when the program ended and three of them are still working there.
Ms. Cabe reported that the DeafBlind program has done seven evaluations on the Expanded Core Curriculum Project.

She said that McDowell staff partnered with the University of Kentucky who provided an O&M intern and a supervisor for O&M students so they had four O&M instructors for the PATH program that is currently being held at the McDowell Center for the month of July. She said that OFB is still trying to find out what the new WIOA regulations will mean for the partnership with UK for the PATH program for next year.

Ms. Cabe said there were nine students who began the program and seven will complete it. She reported that the students have been very busy. They work on employer skills and blindness training skills all day and they have recreation activities in the evenings. 

Ms. Cabe reported that OFB is working to get updates for capturing new statistics in the Case Management System. 

She said that Project Case, the Pathways grant, is still in its first year, which is the planning year. They have hired three people in Eastern Kentucky as coordinators and are working on hiring the Louisville area coordinator.
Ms. Cabe told the council that she was going to give the McDowell Center report since Steve Deeley was unable to attend the meeting. She said there had been 67 students served at the McDowell Center thru June 30th. She said staff spent two days with UK staff before the PATH program started doing planning and it really helped to make the program go smoothly. She said the McDowell Home Management Instructor was unable to be there for PATH but by working with UK they were able to move quickly to get someone in to give the consumers the services they needed.
Ms. Cabe asked for questions, and there were none.

Staff Development/Planning – Cora McNabb

Ms. McNabb reported that the State Plan had been submitted in April and that OFB’s part had been approved but the combined plan had only been approved provisionally. There were 14 items that needed corrections but none were directly related to OFB. She said she was on a team that was working to make the corrections and they were due by September 1. 
She said that staff training would be set up after looking at the new regulations and receiving guidance. Training was held for the new East region Pathways coordinator and as others coordinators are hired, they will be trained. 

Kentucky Business Enterprise – Scott Fricano
Mr. Fricano told the council that there had been several vendor moves since the last SRC meeting. The Louisville vending route has been won by George Bouquet. The TVA Paradise plant was won by the Bowling Green vendor. The vendor for the I-71 route passed away and that location will be awarded to someone next month. He said that a semi-retired vendor came back to take over the Gene Snyder location last week. The Transportation Building vendor, in Frankfort, retired and a new vendor will be selected for that location next week. Two IRS locations in Covington were combined and one of the current vendors will take on both locations.
Mr. Fricano said that the KBE rules and regulations were being looked at as part of the Governor’s Red Tape Initiative and changes needed to be submitted by July 29th. Some positive changes to the regs may include mandatory vendor work hours which had been recommended by the Blind Vendor Committee.

He said that three or four people will be interviewed soon by the training subcommittee of the Blind Vendor Committee for the vendor training program. The subcommittee wants to start the training right after Labor Day. The trainees will get the Hadley Institute training as well as on-the-job training and classroom training.  

Mr. Fricano asked for questions. There were none.

Public Comments

Ms. Stivers invited the guests to speak if they had comments. 
Adam Ruschival told the council that he had been involved with the Office for the Blind for the last 40 years. He said it was easy to support the agency when things were going well but harder in the bad times. He said he hopes everyone will show their support even when the agency is going through these tough times.

He said that 20 years ago advocates worked very hard to keep the blind services on equal footing with other services and he would like the younger people to keep in mind that when it gets buried, it dies.

Mr. Ruschival said that he had spoken with Steve Deeley about the McDowell Advisory Group and told him that he thought it had served its purpose and thought the SRC may want to see if there was really a need for it to continue. He said if something came up, the SRC chair could appoint an ad hoc committee to deal with it. He asked the SRC to consider abolishing the McDowell Advisory Group.


Committee Reports
Executive Committee - Shirley Stivers, Vice Chair
Ms. Stivers reported that the committee had discussed training topics for upcoming meetings and also talked about Pre-ETS, which Ms. Flanagan had already covered in her report.
Business and Employment Opportunities Committee – Carla Ruschival, Chair    
Ms. Ruschival reported that Jenny Tyree had given the committee an update on new job opportunities in Oldham County. One employer needs several employees and there is an opening for one employee at another site.


Ms. Ruschival told the council that David Lawson reported that LC Industries had hired five people since the last meeting.  Mr. Lawson reported that 89% of the blind and visually impaired people employed by LC Industries worked at the Louisville facility. 

She said that Scott Fricano had already reported on what he had discussed with the committee. 

Planning Committee – Jennifer Hall, Chair
Ms. Hall told the council that the committee had discussed the WIOA regs for the SRC and not much had changed but they had a question on member term limits. She said they discussed the Consumer Satisfaction Survey and may do some work on it in the future.  They discussed ideas for the State Plan and compliance with the bylaws. She said they also discussed possibly needing a mental health representative on the council.

Government and Public Relations – Scott Heads, Chair
Mr. Heads said the committee had elected Debbie Culpepper as Vice Chair. He said they had discussed the new Library of Congress Braille Reader which will be more affordable. They also discussed how the transgender bathroom bill may affect the students at the McDowell Center. He said Mr. Fricano filled them in on the proposed regulation changes and that vendors may have to work 37.5 hours a week.
Bylaws and Nominating Committee – Theresa Thomas, Chair

Ms. Thomas reported that there would be three members whose second terms would be expiring in June of 2017 and would need to be filled. They are: Bluegrass Council of the Blind, National Federation of the Blind-Kentucky and the National Industries of the Blind Affiliate. All three of the positions would be nominated by their organizations.
She said there would be two members whose first term would be expiring June 30th. They are eligible for reappointment. These members are Deb Lewis, representing the Kentucky Council of the Blind, and Rhonda Skidmore representing Current or Former Recipient of or Applicant for Services. These two members, if willing to serve a second term, will submit a new application and resume. 
Ms. Thomas said that a question had come up in the Planning Committee’s review of the regulations in regard to a new member being appointed to serve the remainder of an unexpired term and then serving additional terms and what is the maximum someone may serve. The committee Bylaws and Nominating Committee had looked at both the federal regulation and the SRC bylaws and determined them to be in agreement. She read aloud the regulation and the bylaw concerning it. Ms. Ruschival said that she didn’t think it was the decision of the committee to make. Ms. Thomas explained that it wasn’t a decision that the Bylaws and Nominating Committee was making, they were just simply trying to clarify a question from the Planning Committee based on the federal regulation and the bylaws, which are in agreement.
Consumer Services Committee – Susan Ament - Chair
Ms. Ament said that the committee had discussed the WIOA regulations and that an IEP must now be done within 30 days, with vocational goals specified. They discussed how at age 14 most students don’t usually have clear vocational goals.  With Pre-ETS, that can be changed over time but it still has to have a competitive integrated outcome. An occupation as Homemaker is no longer an acceptable option. 
She said they discussed the PATH program which Ms. Cabe had already reported on. She said it seemed the students were more assertive this year in what they needed in the planning of their day.

Ms. Ament said there had been three coordinators hired in Eastern Kentucky for Project Case and that the Louisville coordinator would be hired soon.
Ms. Stivers asked for a motion to accept all committee reports. Cathy Jackson made the motion and Ms. Ruschival seconded. A vote was taken and the reports were accepted.

Client Assistance Program – Vanessa Jones 
Ms. Jones said that her report had been sent to the members electronically prior to the meeting. She said she had participated in a lot of trainings and meetings, which were detailed in the report. She said that CAP had 8 active cases during the reporting period and had closed 10 more.  She said only one of the cases was with an OFB consumer. She had 34 information and referral requests and had been receiving more calls on Order of Selection since OVR closed all but Category 1 on July 1.
She said that she has been working on community resources to give out to those who aren’t eligible to be served. She said she is also changing her Case Management System (CMS) to match the data sequence to align with the feds. 

Ms. Jones said she had attended meetings with cabinet officials to discuss where the Client Assistance Program may land in the cabinet’s reorganization. They will meet in a few weeks to discuss it further.
NEWSLINE – Todd Stephens 

Mr. Stephens told the members that his report had been sent out to them electronically prior to the meeting.  He said that there had been 13 new subscribers since the last report. There are now 1958 total subscribers to Newline. He said the goal is to hit the 2000 mark by the end of the year. They have had 100 new subscribers in the last 18 months. He is working on updating subscriber information for email blast, Facebook and several listservs. 

He told the council that he participated in the KATS training by passing out literature.

Carla Ruschival asked if he had the ability to see what ID numbers haven’t’ been logged in for several months to keep that more current. Mr. Stephens said he would check into it.

Mr. Stephens said many of the subscribers are patrons of the Talking Book Library and he is asking, if when the Talking Book Library updates their list, they can update him too.

  
Old Business
There was no old business.
New Business
Discussion was held and it was decided that the next SRC meeting would be held on Friday, October 28, 2016 at the Charles McDowell Center.  Committee meetings will begin promptly at 9:30 a.m. and the full council meeting at 11:15 a.m.
A motion to adjourn was made by Ms. Ruschival and seconded by Rhonda Skidmore.
The meeting was adjourned at 1:55 p.m. 
