VI.c.6 – If not using the basic skills deficient definition contained in WIOA Section 3(5)(B), include the state definition.
The Commonwealth’s response indicates the Commonwealth is consulting Adult Education to concur on a basic skills deficient definition.  The Department requires an update on the definition’s development or definition being used in the interim, in the Commonwealth resubmission of its Plan.
c. Youth Program Requirements. With respect to youth workforce investment activities authorized in section 129 of WIOA,
6. If using the portion of the basic skills deficient definition contained in WIOA Section 3(5)(B), include the specific State definition.

Kentucky’s Policy 16-009, Definition of Basic Skills Deficient, was developed by the Kentucky Career Center (KCC) Inter-Agency Policy and Guidance Committee in collaboration with Adult Education. It was distributed to and reviewed by system stakeholders and approved by the committee and management for posting to the KCC Team of Experts website.

This policy is to provide direction on a statewide and system-wide understanding of the term “basic skills deficient.”  In addition to the definition provided by the Workforce Innovation and Opportunities Act (WIOA) 3(5)(A)(B), Kentucky seeks to expand and further clarify the definition for (B).

The policy includes the following information:

Per WIOA 3(5) (A)(B), the term “basic skills deficient” means, with respect to an individual,

(A) who is a youth, that the individual has English, reading, writing or computing skills at or below the eighth grade level on a generally accepted standardized test; or
(B) is a youth or adult who is unable to compute or solve problems, or read, write or speak English at a level necessary to function on the job, in the individual’s family or in society.

For portion (B), the Office of Employment and Training (OET) provides the following additional clarification/guidance for making this determination by defining it as an individual who meets any one of the following: 
• Lacks a high school diploma or equivalency and is not enrolled in secondary education; or 
• Scores 8.9 or below on the Tests of Adult Basic Education (TABE); or
[bookmark: _GoBack]• Is enrolled in a Title II Adult Education and Family Literacy Act (AEFLA) program (including enrolled for English as a Second Language (ESL)); or 
• Has poor English language skills (and would be appropriate for ESL even if the individual isn’t enrolled at the time of WIOA entry into participation); or
• The case manager makes observations of deficient functioning and records those observations as justification in a case note.
