III.b.5.B.ii - Ensure direct and equitable access.
The Commonwealth’s response did not: (1) describe it’s competitive process in a manner that indicates it directly funds its grants and contracts rather than funding a sub-State entity to conduct a competition; (2) indicate that the same announcement, application, and process will be used for all applicants for each request for proposal it intends to issue; and (3) indicate that all applications are treated in the same manner in terms of review and evaluation.
5. Distribution of Funds for Core Programs. Describe the methods and factors the State will use in distributing funds under the core programs in B. For Title II:

ii. Describe how the eligible agency will ensure direct and equitable
access to all eligible providers to apply and compete for funds and how the eligible agency will ensure that it is using the same grant or contract announcement and application procedure for all eligible providers.

[bookmark: _GoBack]All KYAE RFPs for all programs competed will adhere to direct and equitable provisions to award funds under WIOA sections 225 (Corrections Education), 231 (Grants and Contracts for Eligible Providers), and 243 (Integrated English Literacy and Civics Education). All RFPs issued under AEFLA will prescribe to the competitive process outlined above. Applications will be evaluated by review teams using the same rubric and scoring criteria. The grant or contract announcement, application, and application and review processes will be in effective for all applicants. All applicants will be treated the same manner. The application process will be designed so that direct application to the State eligible agency is clearly evident, customary, and non-negotiable. Grant will be awarded directly to eligible and approved service providers and not through third-party agreements.
