III.b.5.B.i – Multi-year grants or contracts
The Commonwealth did not describe how the eligible agency will award multi-year grants or contracts on a competitive basis to eligible providers in the Commonwealth, including how the eligible agency will establish that eligible providers are organizations of demonstrated effectiveness. In addition, the Commonwealth did not describe how it is distributing AEFLA program funds within the Commonwealth.
[bookmark: _GoBack]5. Distribution of Funds for Core Programs. Describe the methods and factors the State will use in distributing funds under the core programs in B. For Title II:

i. Describe how the eligible agency will award multi-year grants or contracts on a competitive basis to eligible providers in the State, including how eligible agencies will establish that eligible providers are organizations of demonstrated effectiveness. accordance with the provisions authorizing such distributions.

Request for Proposal Process and Timeline:
Kentucky Adult Education (KYAE) is the state’s eligible agency for adult education programs. KYAE is responsible for administering the funds and providing program/performance oversight to grantees. Eligible providers of local KYAE services, approved under Workforce Investment Act of 1998 requirements, will continue to receive funding through June 30, 2017, as long as they adhere to state and federal grant expectations, as measured through annual applications, financial reports and program performance reports.
Competitive process: During grant year 2016-17, KYAE will implement a new competitive application process for all federal AEFLA funding that will determine the eligible providers that will be awarded funds starting July 1, 2017. The review of proposals will include rating responses addressing the 13 considerations in Title II of WIOA and other factors that indicate applicants’ ability to produce measurable skill gains and other defined metrics. Through this process, KYAE will identify, assess and award multi-year grants (four-year awards) to eligible providers throughout the state. An eligible provider is an organization that has demonstrated effectiveness in providing adult education activities to eligible individuals. Eligible grant awardees may include: institutions of higher education; public or private nonprofit agencies; libraries; local educational agencies, including educational cooperatives; community-based organizations; public housing authorities; nonprofit institutions, not aforementioned; consortia or coalitions of agencies described above; or partnerships between an entities described above and an employer(s). 
Regionally-focused/Statewide services: KYAE will encourage applicants to focus regionally using the local workforce innovation board areas as a framework. While the regional areas vary in configuration (number of counties represented), KYAE will ensure all Kentucky counties have access to adult education services. Whereas it will encourage realizing greater efficiencies through regionally-focused, student-needs-driven and industry-sector-focused, and flexible and consolidated, service delivery models, resulting in enhanced performance and accountability. Funding will be distributed based on population needs and performance.

Demonstrated effectiveness: In order for KYAE reviewers to determine “demonstrated effectiveness”, all applicants will be required to provide data illustrating their ability to improve skills of basic-skills-deficient adults in applicable academic areas related to the RFP. Previous grantees will be expected to use data from Kentucky Adult Education Reporting System (KAERS) and explain how they met performance measures (established by KYAE) for all student levels, as well as English language learners. 
New organizations applying for AEFLA funds will be required to provide information and data illustrating their ability to improve the knowledge and skills needed to transition adult students to additional education and training and/or employment. Applications that do not provide adequate evidence, as indicated by the reviewer team scores using the reviewer rubric, will be eliminated from consideration.
Additionally, all applicants will be expected to describe service delivery models that maximize effective employment and efficient use of resources.
Current timeline:
· February 2017: Release four-year federal AEFLA Request for Proposals 
· February 2017 - March 2017: KYAE provides technical assistance through bidder conferences to potential eligible providers
· January 2017 - March 2017: Recruit candidates to review and score RFP
· March 2017: Due date for RFP grant applications
· March - April 2017: Reviewers review and score (in small, consensus-building groups) RFP grant applications
· April 2017: KYAE conduct review of budget and other grant requirements for approved (based on score) grant applications
· April - May 2017: KYAE announces AEFLA grant applicants that will receive funding
· July 1, 2017: AEFLA grant providers begin grant cycle, programming, and funding

Multi-year grants: KYAE will award multi-year grant to eligible local providers through a competitive RFP process for the purpose of developing, implementing and improving adult education with the state. The grants will be for a minimum of a four-year cycle that applies to all programs.

