Approved June 30, 2014
Kentucky Statewide Council for Vocational Rehabilitation (SCVR)
Minutes
April 14th, 2014
Embassy Suites
Lexington, KY

[bookmark: _GoBack]Members Present:  David Allgood, Vice-Chairperson, Roberta Alston, Dr. David Beach, Marty Boman, Joe Cowan, Lonnie Cowan, Irene Dervin, Barbara Davis, Christine Edwards, Nancy Hunter, SCVR Chairperson, Mark Jackson, Tony LoBianco, John Mathias, Jeff Merrill, Karen Rossi, Member-At-Large, Terry Shockley, and Juanita Westerfield

Members Absent:  Roger Braden, Lisa Carrico, Kelly Colvin, Connie Dotson, Kathy Eversole, Vanessa Jones, and Tyler Levy  

Guests Present:  Valerie Cowan and Tina Jackson

Staff Present:  Holly Hendricks, Erin Hopper, Jason Jones, Dave Matheis, Barbara Pugh, Kellie Scott, Jane Smith, Nanci Soard, Julie Wade, and Mindy Yates

Executive Director’s Report:  
Dr. David Beach provided the Executive Director’s report.  He began by addressing the unfortunate cancellation of the regularly scheduled March 2014 SCVR meeting due to inclement weather.  He provided a brief update on the current state budget.  He explained the state budget has not been signed by Governor Beshear.  However, the budget before him has funds set aside to utilize towards case services for consumers as well as cost of living raises for employees and retirement.  Dr. Beach proceeded to discuss the upcoming monitoring review by the Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA).  He announced that RSA would not be conducting the fiscal component to the monitoring visit due to their staff shortages.  There will still continue to be regular audits.  He assured the council the agency is handling state and federal dollars with the upmost diligence.  Dr. Beach informed council members they may or may not be asked to participate in meetings with RSA.  Agency staff will ask council members in advance if their participation is requested at any time during the RSA monitoring visit.  RSA staff will be arriving in Kentucky on August 18th and will stay until August 21st or 22nd.  The agency will report on the RSA monitoring visit at the regularly scheduled SCVR meeting in September 2014.  Dr. Beach reported on agency partnerships.  These partnerships include collaborating with the Institute on Community Inclusion in Boston, Massachusetts to improve services for consumers who are on Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI).  The focus is to expedite services for those individuals through the use of benefits and financial counseling.   Dr. Beach then mentioned a few personnel changes throughout the agency.  Patrice Flynn was named Assistant Director of Program Services for the agency and Pat Selch, former Branch Manager for the Middletown District, is now a Program Administrator for the Central Office.  He briefly discussed counselor turnover in the past year. He announced that the Assistant Directors, Holly Hendricks and Patrice Flynn, were traveling to all of the districts to provide training on eligibility and IPE development.  Lastly, Dr. Beach concluded his report by informing the council about the pending reauthorization of the Rehabilitation Act.  One particular issue of concern involved the possible move of RSA and the Department of Labor.  He assured the council members, views have been heard and now it is a ‘wait and see’ issue.  

Carl D. Perkins Vocational Training Center (CDPVTC) Report:
CDPVTC Executive Director, Barbara Pugh, provided the CDPVTC report.  She announced the Center’s February report was included in the March SCVR meeting booklet.  She informed council members there was an unfortunate illness involving a food service instructor and as a result the program has been delayed and a temporary instructor has been filling in.  Barbara said the Driver Education program is becoming very successful due to the hiring of an instructor with appropriate credentials.  On May 1st another instructor will be hired in the Driver Education program to teach on the permit portion of the class.  She continued her report by announcing the elevator and restroom modification project is progressing two to three weeks ahead of schedule.  Barbara said there is a blood drive scheduled for July 22nd and the Center is currently in the process of moving female students to the top floor of the dorms.  There is a 9 month waiting list for females who request dorm rooms.  Barbara concluded her report by discussing Project Carat and how successful it has been.

Budget Report:
Program Administrator, Mindy Yates, provided a brief presentation on the agency’s budget.  Discussion was held.  After the presentation, Dr. Beach said that on April 1st, the agency served all consumers who were on the waiting list and briefly discussed carry forward funds with the council.  The presentation was well received.

The full council broke out into their committees at 11:45am.

The full council reconvened at 1:00pm.

SCVR Chairperson, Nancy Hunter, called the official meeting to order at 1:01pm.

Approval of SCVR December 9th, 2013 Meeting Minutes:
The December 9th, 2013 SCVR meeting minutes were approved unanimously.  

SCVR Chairperson Report:  
SCVR Chairperson, Nancy Hunter, provided the Chairperson’s report. 

Staff Report:  
Staff Liaison, Dave Matheis provided the staff report.  He announced staff rescheduled the SCVR meeting from March to April 14th.  He asked that council members let support staff, Nanci Soard, know if their contact information needed to be updated.  Mr. Matheis concluded his report by announcing there was one public forum for the state plan.  Erin Hopper handled the forum which included multiple sites through the use of technology and it seemed to be very successful.  

Client Assistance Program (CAP) Report:  
Client Assistance Program staff member, Vanessa Jones, was absent from the meeting and no oral report was given.  Council members were directed to the SCVR meeting booklet where a written version of the CAP report was included on pages 13 and 14.

Statewide Independent Living Council (SILC) Report:  
SILC member, Lonnie Cowan, provided the SILC report.  He announced to the full council that SILC will hold a special called meeting on April 29th. 

Committee Reports:
Executive Committee:
Chairperson, Nancy Hunter, provided the Executive Committee report.  She informed the full council that the committee reviewed the current SCVR budget with one question that involved the payment for interpreting services.  She also informed the council that staff is attempting to work with the Cabinet staff to improve the process of paying honorariums to council members in a timely manner.  Nancy explained the committee discussed possible June meeting presentations.  The presentations topics discussed were the SGA Project and the Department of Aging and Independent Living presenting on significant changes in the Home and Community Based Waiver.  Nancy then stated the Nominating Committee met at lunch at the request of the Executive Committee members and that a report will be given shortly.  She then concluded her report by announcing the committee discussed the election of officers.  She said because of the bylaws change in August 2013, there will be no Chairperson or Vice-Chairperson for the June 2014 meeting.  The committee suggested suspending the bylaws during today’s meeting and holding a special election of officers in June.

Action Items:
None at this time.

A motion was made to accept the Executive Committee report and all it entails by Lonnie Cowan.  Christine Edward, second.  No discussion, oppositions, or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

Nominating Committee:
Council member, David Allgood, provided the Nominating Committee report.  He announced the committee met during lunch at the request of the Executive Committee members.  

Action Items:
The Committee made the following recommendations related to SCVR appointments: 
· Lonnie Cowan will serve one year as an individual with a disability. 
· The council will ask the SILC for a new representative to participate in SCVR.  
· Roger Braden will be recommended for a second term. Steve Burchett will be submitted as an alternate for Mr. Braden.   
· Kelly Colvin will be recommended for a complete term as vocational rehabilitation counselor representative.
· Michelle Bazeley will be recommended as a replacement for Nancy Hunter with Carol Estes being submitted as an alternate. 
· Meg Steinman will be recommended as replacement for Terry Shockley with Darrell Mattingly being submitted as an alternate.
· Dr. Zella Wells will be recommended as a replacement for Juanita Westerfield with Karen Cinnamond being submitted as an alternate.

A motion was made to accept the Nominating Committee report and all it entails by Jeff Merrill.  Joe Cowan, second.  No discussion, oppositions, or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

Public Awareness, Legislation and Advocacy (PAL) Committee:
Council member, David Allgood, provided the PAL Committee report.  He said the committee reviewed the committee description.  The committee delegated staff member, Jason Jones, to compose the description and submit it to all committee members for their review and approval.  Mr. Allgood continued to say the committee reviewed the Annual Report and expressed thanks to staff for their hard work in putting the report together on their behalf.  The committee approved the report.  Mr. Allgood said the committee discussed the 2014 SCVR Employer Recognitions Awards in great detail.  It was suggested staff send a new memorandum and nomination form out to all staff within the next few weeks.  The committee made a motion the nominations should be gathered before June 15th and the winners would be decided upon two weeks before the June 2014 SCVR meeting.  Mr. Allgood said the committee made a motion to elect John Mathias as committee Chairperson.

Action Items:
· A motion was made by Lonnie Cowan to agree to accept John Mathias as Chairperson of the PAL committee.  Christine Edwards, second.  No discussion, oppositions, or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

· A motion was made by Mark Jackson to accept the June 15th deadline for all Employer Recognition nominations to be gathered by staff.  Lonnie Cowan, second.  No discussion, oppositions, or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made to accept the PAL Committee report and all it entails by Lonnie Cowan.  Mark Jackson, second.  No discussion, oppositions, or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

Consumer Satisfaction and Program Evaluation Committee:
Council member, Tony LoBianco, provided the Consumer Satisfaction and Program Evaluation Committee report in Lisa Carrico’s absence.  Mr. LoBianco informed the council the committee discussed briefly with staff member, Kellie Scott, about an upcoming conference call the ‘Vocational Rehabilitation Performance Management Summit’.  Mr. LoBianco stated to the full council that more details regarding the conference will be forthcoming from Kellie Scott.

Action Items:
None at this time.

A motion was made to accept the Consumer Satisfaction and Program Evaluation Committee report and all it entails by Irene Dervin.  David Allgood, second.  No discussion, oppositions, or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

Policy and Planning Committee:
Council member, Terry Shockley, provided the Policy and Planning Committee report.  He announced to the full council that this would be his last committee report as he would be rotating off the full council.  He continued the report by informing council members the committee discussed the State Plan Visioning Forums.  He said staff person, Erin Hopper, reviewed the outcome of the State Plan Visioning Forums with them and said the forums were conducted on March 11th, 2014 in Lexington, KY and via teleconference to locations in Murray, Louisville, Thelma, and Fort Wright, KY.  The committee and staff felt like this format was very successful.  Mr. Shockley said Erin also discussed the results of the e-mail blast with the committee and said she believes there was a drop in response rate due to several contributing factors.  Mr. Shockley proceeded to say the committee discussed in length on how to eliminate the contributing factors in order to receive more responses from the e-mail blast.  The committee recommended the following:

· Include text such as, ‘Survey Response Requested’ in the subject line.
· Keep the e-mail short, simple, and clear.
· Ensure the survey is posted to the OVR Facebook Page.
· Send out a ‘last chance to provide input’ e-mail before the survey closes.
· Send out this year’s survey to all SCVR members because the survey closes.

Mr. Shockley said the committee reviewed and suggested the full council endorse the new Service Fee Memorandum (SFM) proposed by the agency.  The SFM is ‘the inclusion of vehicle purchases in consumer cost sharing’.  He said the committee also suggested the full council mark their calendars for the upcoming RSA monitoring visit on August 18th-22nd, 2014.  Finally, Mr. Shockley concluded his report by announcing the committee suggested that Irene Dervin replace herself as Chairperson of the Policy and Planning Committee.

Action Items:
· A motion was made by Terry Shockley to accept the new SFM ‘the inclusion of vehicle purchases in consumer cost sharing’ as presented by the agency.  David Allgood, second.  No discussion, oppositions, or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

· A motion was made by Terry Shockley to accept Irene Dervin as Chairperson of the Policy and Planning Committee.  Juanita Westerfield, second.  No discussion, oppositions, or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

· A motion was made by Terry Shockley to accept all recommendations by the committee related to the e-mail blast for state plan input.  Karen Rossi, second.  No discussion, oppositions, or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.
A motion was made to accept the Policy and Planning Committee report and all it entails by David Allgood.  Juanita Westerfield, second.  No discussion, oppositions, or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

Officer Elections:
It was discussed and determined by the full council there would be an official election of officers held at the June or July 2014 SCVR meeting.  The newly elected officers will begin their official duties during the regularly scheduled September 2014 SCVR meeting.  It was also determined that Karen Rossi as Member-at-Large will fulfill the vacant Chairperson’s job duties during the June or Jul 2014 SCVR meeting before the elections are held.  

Old Business:
None.

New Business:
Council member, Mark Jackson and guest Tina Jackson, provided a brief presentation on community activities in Lawrence County, KY.  It was well-received.

Appreciation plaques were presented by Chairperson, Nancy Hunter, to those council members whose terms have expired.  She thanked them each for their years of service.  Those council members receiving an appreciation plaque are:

David Allgood
Nancy Hunter
Terry Shockley
Juanita Westerfield

Discussion was held regarding accessibility issues with the Embassy Suites in Lexington, KY.  Council member, Jeff Merrill, suggested writing a letter on behalf of the full council to address the importance of accessibility at their hotel.  

Action Item:
A motion was made by Lonnie Cowan for staff to compose a letter from Chairperson, Nancy Hunter, on behalf of the full council to the Embassy Suites to address accessibility issues at their hotel.  David Allgood, second.  Discussion was held.  No oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

Next Meeting Date and Location:
It was determined by the council that Monday, June 30th, 2014 will be the next meeting date.  Staff support will contact the Hilton Garden Inn in Georgetown or the Embassy Suites in Lexington for meeting space availability.  The council will be notified by staff of the meeting and lodging details at a later date.

Nancy Hunter stated a letter from Member-at-Large, Karen Rossi, was distributed among council members for their review.  She thanked Karen for the letter.

Motion to Adjourn the Meeting:
A motion was made to adjourn the meeting by David Allgood.  Jeff Merrill, second.  No discussion, oppositions, or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.  Meeting adjourned at 2:05pm.
