Approved March 16, 2015

 Kentucky Statewide Council for Vocational Rehabilitation (SCVR) 
Minutes
Monday, December 8, 2014

Griffin Gate Marriott Resort – Lexington, KY
Members Present:  Roberta Alston, Member at Large (Acting Chairperson), Michelle Bazeley, Dr. David Beach, Marty Boman, Roger Braden, Lisa Carrico, Lonnie Cowan, Barbara Davis, Irene Dervin, Connie Dotson, Christine Edwards, Mark Jackson, Vanessa Jones, Tyler Levy, Tony LoBianco, John Mathias, Karen Rossi, Elsie Speed, Meg Steinman, and Zella Wells
Members Absent:  Joe Cowan, Chairperson, Jeff Merrill, Vice-Chairperson, Kelly Colvin, and Kathy Eversole
Guests Present:  Tina Jackson
Interpreters:  Linda Bozeman, Thomas King and Joe Moeller
Staff Present:  Jordan Branham, Patrice Flynn, Jason Jones, Holly Hendricks, Erin Hopper, Germaine O’Connell, Dave Matheis, Kellie Scott, Jane Smith, Nanci Soard, Julie Wade, and Mindy Yates
Changes to Agenda:
No changes to the agenda were discussed.
Executive Director’s Report:

Kentucky Office of Vocational Rehabilitation (KYOVR) Executive Director, Dr. David Beach, provided the report.  He announced the year has been very successful.  Dr. Beach said there was a 12 percent increase among consumers closed with positive employment outcomes during the year and was pleased to say the agency exceeded its goal and provided jobs for over 3,900 individuals with disabilities.  He announced the agency also met all performance indicators.  He provided council members with an update on staff changes at the Cabinet level.  Beth Brinly, former Commissioner of the Cabinet, was promoted to Deputy Secretary and Beth Kuhn was named Commissioner of the Department of Workforce Investment as her replacement.  Dr. Beach informed council members that Mark White is now the Deputy Commissioner of the Cabinet. Dr. Beach said agency has been collaborating with the University of Richmond and other state vocational rehabilitation programs on the ROI project to study the impact it can have on the nation’s economic status.  Dr. David Beach asked that an informational flyer about the project’s efforts be distributed to council members and they received the information.  Dr. Beach promised he will keep the council informed on the progression of the ROI project and its efforts.  He continued by stating the agency continues to diligently work on the implementation of the Workforce Investment Opportunity Act (WIOA) as well as working with the Governor’s Office in regards to Employment First efforts.  He informed members there is a fact sheet that has been distributed by the Association of People Supporting Employmentfirst (APSE) to educate people on the importance of Employment First. Dr. Beach said his hope is that an Executive Order would be signed by the Governor to ‘get the ball rolling.’.  Dr. Beach concluded his report by discussing the change of the TACE Centers with the full council and staff.  He also concluded that Assistant Director of Program Services, Patrice Flynn, would be retiring after 29 years of employment with KYOVR.  He congratulated Patrice and wished her the best of luck with her future endeavors.  No further discussion was held.
Presentations:
Allison Fleming, a researcher with the University of Kentucky Master’s in Rehabilitation Counseling Program, provided a brief update on the Comprehensive Needs Assessment.  Council member, Lonnie Cowan, suggested Ms. Fleming provide an update to SCVR at their March 2015 meeting.  No further discussion was held.  It was well received.
KYOVR Program Administrator, Erin Hopper, provided a brief presentation on the SGA Project. Discussion was held.  It was well received.

KYOVR Job Placement Coordinator, Julie Wade, provided an update on the October 2014 Job Placement Month activities and the 2014 Employer Recognition Award winners.  It was well received.
Dr. David Beach announced the agency was publicly recognized in a national newsletter and at CSAVR in Miami.

The full council broke out into their respective committees at 9:48am.

The full council reconvened at 10:52am.

Roberta Alston, Member at Large (Acting Chairperson), called the meeting to order at 10:53am.

Approval of the June 30, 2014 Minutes:
Dr. David Beach was present and need to be changed in the minutes.


A motion was made by Lonnie Cowan to accept the September 15, 2014 SCVR minutes as amended.  Marty Boman, second.  No oppositions, abstentions or discussion.  Motion carried unanimously.
Chairperson’s Report:
No report was given.
Staff Report: 
SCVR staff liaison, Dave Matheis, provided the staff report.  He stated the SCVR Executive Committee met via teleconference and agreed to have staff plan the SILC/SCVR Joint Council Meeting.  Mr. Matheis said the Executive Committee also agreed to move forward with their involvement with the Employer Conference conducted by the Kentucky Office for the Blind (OFB).  The Employer Conference will be held on April 16th in Lexington, KY at the Embassy Suites.  Mr. Matheis concluded his report by informing the full council that members of the ad hoc Kentucky Business Leadership Network (KYBLN) Committee will be in attendance during the conference. 
Client Assistance Program (CAP) Report: 
CAP representative, Vanessa Jones, provided the CAP report.  She began by referring attendees to the CAP report located in their SCVR meeting booklet.  She briefly discussed the case information with the council.  She stated there were 89 information and referral cases during the 2013/2014 year with 22 current, active cases.  She announced the most common problem area was service related conflicts.  She then began discussing reasons for case closure and outcome achieved.  She informed council members CAP staff attended several meetings and trainings since July 2014.  She concluded her report by saying CAP staff is currently working on the federal report and will have a copy to the council during the March 2015 meeting.
Statewide Independent Living Council (SILC) Report:
SILC Chairperson, Elsie Speed, provided the SILC report.  She began by directing council members and staff to page 18 – 28 of the SCVR meeting booklet where the SILC minutes were located.  She said SILC met on Tuesday, September 9, 2014.  She provided a list of those were in attendance during the SILC meeting and gave an overview of the agenda.  She informed the council that SILC members welcomed the Executive Director of the new Southeast Kentucky Center for Independent Living, JoEllen Hale.  She then announced she invited Andy Barr to the SILC/SCVR Joint Meeting but unfortunately he was not available to attend.  She concluded her report by announcing the SILC will be currently working on the language of their bylaws. 
A motion was made by Meg Steinman to accept the SILC report and all it entails.  Tyler Levy, second.  No oppositions, abstentions or discussion.  Motion carried unanimously.

Committee Reports:

Executive Committee Report:
SCVR Staff Liaison, Dave Matheis, provided to Executive Committee report.  He informed council members the committee briefly discussed the SCVR budget.  He said that some of the budget will be used towards funding the Consumer Satisfaction Survey conducted by the University of Kentucky.   Mr. Matheis suggested the Executive Committee be the Ad Hoc Bylaws Committee at their suggestion.  Also, the committee discussed committee assignments of fellow council members as well as potential topics for the March 2015 meeting.  Mr. Matheis said the Executive Committee approved the presentations topics for the March 2015 meeting as Eligibility and Job Placement, and an update on the Comprehensive Needs Assessment.  Mr. Matheis said the Executive Committee requested that SCVR Chairperson, Joe Cowan, attend CSAVR meeting in Washington DC.
Executive Committee Action Items:

· A motion was made to approve the presentations topics for the March meeting as Eligibility, Job Placement, and an update on the Comprehensive Needs Assessment by Roger Braden.  Meg Steinman, second.  No oppositions abstentions or discussion.  Motion carried unanimously.
· A motion was made by Karen Rossi that upon Cabinet approval, allow SCVR Chairperson, Joe Cowan, to attend CSAVR meeting in Washington DC.  Lonnie, second.  No opposition, abstentions or discussion.  Motion carried unanimously.

· A motion was made by Elsie the Executive Committee also be members of the Ad Hoc Bylaws Committee.  Irene Dervin, second.  No opposition, abstentions or discussion.  Motion carried unanimously.

Consumer Services and Program Evaluation Committee:
Meg Steinman provided the Consumer Services and Program Evaluation Committee report.  She said the committee selected herself as new committee chairperson that Tyler Levy was elected Vice-Chairperson.  She continued her report by informing council members the committee discussed the Consumer Engagement Survey and the members decided on changing the word ‘customer’ to ‘consumer’.  Ms. Steinman concluded her report but informing the full council committee members discussed and suggested approval of the Quality Expectations Report.
Consumer Services and Program Evaluation Committee Action Items:

· A motion was made by Marty Boman to accept the Quality Expectations Report as recommended by the committee.  Elsie Speed, second.  No opposition, abstentions or discussion.  Motion carried unanimously.

· A motion was made by Mark Jackson to accept the suggestion by the committee of changing the wording of ‘customer’ to ‘consumer’ engagement located in the Consumer Satisfaction Survey.  Lonnie Cowan, second.  No opposition, abstentions or discussion.  Motion carried unanimously.

Public Awareness, Legislative and Advocacy (PAL) Committee:

John Mathias provided the PAL Committee report.  He began by informing the full council on the update of the October 2014 Job Placement Month activities.  He announced that Jason Jones and Julie Wade said it was a success.  Mr. Mathias also informed the full council the 2014 Annual Report will be ready in the near future and the committee agreed that he could approve the Annual Report on their behalf.  He announced the committee briefly discussed the change in transitions services related to the new Workforce Investment Opportunity Act (WIOA).  He said more information will be distributed by staff to all council members on this topic in time for the March 2015 SCVR meeting.  Mr. Mathias said the committee discussed the upcoming spring employment conference conducted by the Kentucky Office for the Blind in Lexington, KY.  The date of the conference will be held on April, 16th, 2015 and will focus on educating employers on the new guidelines on hiring for federal contractors and job accommodations.  Mr. Mathias said the ad hoc KYBLN Subcomittee will see how the conference goes and decided on how they wish to proceed. Mr. John Mathias concluded his report by discussing Employment First efforts and said the committee was asked by SCVR staff liaison, Dave Matheis, to compose a letter from the full council to the Governor’s Office in support of the Employment First Legislation.
Public Awareness, Legislative and Advocacy Committee Action Items:

· Karen Rossi made a motion to compose a letter on behalf of the full council to send to the Governor’s Office in support of Employment First.  Mark Jackson, second.  Motion carried unanimously.
Policy and Planning Committee:

Irene Dervin provided the Policy and Planning Committee report.  She began by informing the full council that committee members discussed whether or not to send an email blast out statewide to solicit input for the state plan.  She said the committee agreed to not send out an email blast this year to solicit input and recommends the full council agree as well.  She continued to say this was decided among committee members because of the ongoing comprehensive statewide needs assessment and that focus should be made primarily towards that effort instead.  Ms. Dervin said the committee agreed to collaborate with the comprehensive statewide needs assessment this year and in future years as needed.
Policy and Planning Action Items:

· A motion was made by Karen Rossi that there no email blast for input in the state plan this year.  Marty Boman, second.  No opposition, abstentions or discussion.  Motion carried unanimously.
Old Business:
None at this time.
New Business: 
None at this time.

Next Meeting Date and Location:
Monday, March 16th, 2015

The Hilton Garden Inn
Georgetown, KY
Motion to Adjourn:

A motion was made by Lonnie Cowan to adjourn the meeting.  Elsie Speed, second.  No oppositions, abstentions or discussion.  Motion carried unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 11:43am.
