Approved:  February 22, 2016
Kentucky Statewide Council for Vocational Rehabilitation (SCVR)
Monday, December 7, 2015
Minutes
Embassy Suites by Hilton – Lexington, KY

Members Present:  Melissa Aguilar, Roberta Alston (Member-at-Large), Michelle Bazeley, Roger Braden, Joe Cowan (Chairperson), Lonnie Cowan (Member-at-Large), Phillip Donahue, John Horsley, Buddy Hoskinson, Vanessa Jones, Tyler Levy, Jeff Merrill (Vice-Chairperson), Sadda Yayo Radder, David Rossi, Elsie Speed, Meg Steinman, Carla Webster, and Zella Wells,
 
Members Absent:  Lisa Carrico, Matt Davis, Mark Jackson and Tony LoBianco

Staff Present:  Jason Cole, Holly Hendricks, Jason Jones, Dave Matheis, Kellie Scott, Chris Sheetinger, Jane Smith, Nanci Soard, and Mindy Yates

[bookmark: _GoBack]Guests Present:
Arthur Campbell, Jr. and Valerie Cowan

Interpreters:
Amy Holt and Hilary Riley

SCVR Chairperson, Joe Cowan, welcomed everyone at 9:31am and introductions were made and guests were recognized.

KYOVR Budget Update: 
KYOVR Staff, Mindy Yates, provided an update on the agency budget.  Ms. Yates presented the council and staff with the first budget for fiscal year (FY) 2016.  She announced the total budget is $66 million that includes administrative costs and various non-VR grants.  

Executive Director’s Update:
KYOVR Executive Director, Buddy Hoskinson, provided the Executive Director’s report.  He began by saying that staff had been working on a transition document submitted to the Cabinet in the middle of October.  He explained this document is intended for the new administration to review.  He then announced the new Cabinet Secretary is Hal Heiner.  Buddy assured the council, staff will continue to work with the new administration as the agency moves forward.  

Buddy informed the council that he and the Director of Program Services, Jane Smith, have met with key legislators earlier in the month to discuss the budget.  He said they discussed what it means for KYOVR to receive their full match and the impact of return on investment and provided the legislators with an example sheet.  He said they have talked to the legislators about KYOVR’s mission and the people served.  He said they will continue to work with legislators in the coming year.

Buddy then discussed the Workforce Investment Opportunity Act (WIOA).  He explained the law is still being implemented.  He also said the Combined State Plan is due March 3, 2016 and staff has been working on it. The state plan is now a combined state plan with other agencies.  However, Buddy announced that the Commonwealth did ask for an extension due to the change in administrations.  Buddy said as of the morning, there had been no authorization for an extension and the first draft is due on December 17, 2015.  Mr. Hoskinson then discussed the Pre-employment Transition Services (Pre-ETS) section of the WIOA.  He said VR will have more of a presence in the transition of youth from high school to post-secondary education and explained the new law in detail.  Mr. Hoskinson expressed his interest in collaborating with other agencies and outside organizations to provide these services to youth.  He briefly directed attendees to the meeting booklet on page 34 where he discussed the goals and objectives for new Pre-ETS law. 

Mr. Hoskinson then announced the agency was involved in a Youth Summit held on November 9 – 10, 2015 where 250 individuals attended.  He said there was a youth panel during the Summit and feedback was well received.

Mr. Hoskinson informed the Kentucky Office of Autism has provided the agency with a small grant train the business service teams around the state about individuals with disabilities and vocational rehabilitation services.  

Mr. Hoskinson concluded his report by asking SCVR to talk with their legislators about OVR receiving a full match of state general funds.  He said staff will provide them with a fact sheet about VR services and return on investment should they need it.

It was agreed to have the next meeting in February so SCVR can offer their input on the draft of the State Plan.  

Committee Meetings:
Council members broke out into their committees at 10:10am.

The full council reconvened at 11:10am.

Presentation of the 1st Annual Advocacy Award:
SCVR Chairperson, Joe Cowan presented the 1st Annual Advocacy Award to Arthur Campbell, Jr.  He provided an acceptance speech which was read aloud by staff. 

Updated on the Kentucky Office of Autism:
Amy Cooper-Puckett provided an update on what the KY Office of Autism and their programs and policies.

Council members broke for lunch at 12:00pm.

The full council reconvened at 12:57pm. SCVR Chairperson, Joe Cowan, called the meeting to order at 12:58pm.

Approval of the September 21, 2015 Minutes:
A motion was made by Jeff Merrill to accept the September 21, 2015 SCVR meeting minutes as presented.  Second by Roger Braden. No oppositions, abstentions or discussion.  Motion carried unanimously.  

SCVR Chairperson Report:
SCVR Chairperson, Joe Cowan, informed the council he had nothing to report at this time.

Staff Liaison Report: 
Staff Liaison, Dave Matheis, provided his report.  Mr. Matheis directed council members to the meeting booklet where his written report was located on page 78.  He said the Job Placement presentation had been postponed.  In addition he said, the report of the Job Placement Month events was sent out to council members.  He said staff has been working on various things including putting together the first ever SCVR Advocacy Award to Arthur Campbell, Jr. He also said staff submitted a letter to the Marriott Griffin Gate Resort & Spa on behalf of the council about the hotel’s accessibility issues and its rude treatment of a Council member. No response has been received from the hotel.  He concluded the report by announcing KYOVR had submitted to the Governor’s Office the name of Sadda Yayo Radder as the mandatory Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) representative upon KDE’s recommendation.  The appointment had been made. The group welcomed Ms. Radder.

Client Assistance Program (CAP):
CAP Interim Director, Vanessa Jones, provided the report.  She directed council members to the written CAP report in the meeting booklet for the entire year. She said she is working on submitting the federal report and will share the report during the next SCVR meeting.  Mrs. Jones said she will keep a report of CAP activities to be more in sync with SCVR meetings.  

Statewide Independent Living Council (SILC) Report:
SILC Representative, Elsie Speed, provided the SILC report.  She began by directing council members and staff to pages 25-28 to the draft minutes of the previous SILC meeting.  Ms. Speed then provided an update on the planning activities of the SILC Congress which is to be held in January 2016 in Phoenix, Arizona at the Sheraton Downtown.  She announced the theme of the 2016 SILC Congress is, “A Path Forward to Greater Independence”.  The SILC Congress will be held on Saturday, January 16 to Tuesday, January 19, 2016.  

SCVR Staff Liaison, Dave Matheis, announced the SILC council approved the move of the Independent Living program to the Kentucky Department on Aging and Independent Living (DAIL).  He stated the move has been approved by the federal government.

Guest, Arthur Campbell, Jr. asked staff about the rationale for moving the IL program over to DAIL.  Dave Matheis said it was because the IL program seemed a better fit in  DAIL rather in KYOVR.  He continued to say, the law allows states to keep the IL program under VR, however, also gave states the option to move the program to another agency as well.  Mr. Matheis explained the process for moving the program began last summer.  He said the Centers for Independent Living (CILs) would have more access to provide other services to a number of individuals because of the move.  Mr. Matheis explained the SILC approved the move in September and conducted a hearing in October and a special called SILC meeting to consider input from the hearings.  He informed Mr. Campbell and attendees there was no substantial input and SILC requested the state plan be changed.  He said the federal government has approved the moved and the Governor’s Executive Order was released today.  No other discussion was held.

Committee Reports:
Executive Committee Report:
SCVR Chairperson, Joe Cowan, provided the Executive Committee report.  Action items discussed during the committee meeting were:  

Action Items:
· Recommends the full council accept the committee assignments as presented by the Executive Committee.
· Recommends the full council accept the Ethics and Conflict of Interest Forms with the change of June to September.

Dave Matheis read aloud the committee assignments to the group and said the complete list will be included in the meeting booklet for the next meeting.

A motion was made by Lonnie Cowan to accept the committee assignments as presented by the Executive Committee.  Second by David Rossi.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Meg Steinman to endorse the conflict of interest and ethics forms with the single change.  Second by Elsie Speed.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made to approve the report and all it entails by Elsie Speed.  Second by Roger Braden.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

Consumer Services and Program Evaluation Committee Report:  Committee Chairperson, Meg Steinman, provided the Consumer Services and Program Evaluation Committee report.  Ms. Steinman said the committee discussed the following action items to be accepted by the full council:

Action Items: 
· Recommends the full council move forward with the strategic plan and to review this at the next meeting.

A motion was made to approve the report and all it entails by Elsie Speed.  Second by Vanessa Jones.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

Public Awareness, Legislative and Advocacy (PAL) Committee Report:
Committee Chairperson, Roger Braden, provided the PAL report.  He informed the full council of the following action items to be accepted by the full council:

Action Items:
· Recommends to the full council to approve the ‘Match Plan’ and following steps:
· Allow the committee to obtain the form letter and Return on Investment information from staff
· PAL Committee will coordinate with one another and identify other organizations with similar concerns regarding match issues.
· PAL Committee will draft a letter and submit to Joe Cowan and Dave Matheis to assure language is acceptable with vocational rehabilitation goals.
· Subsequent to approval, the PAL committee will forward the letter (signed by each individual PAL Committee member) to the various organizations.
· Deadline needs to be completed by January 7, 2016.

Elsie Speed made a motion to accept all of the actions steps in regards to the match plan.  David Rossi second.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made to approve the report and all it entails by Vanessa Jones.  Second by Jeff Merrill.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

Policy and Planning Committee Report:
Committee Chairperson, David Rossi, provided the Policy and Planning committee report.  He asked the full council to approve the following action items on behalf of the committee:

Action Items:
· Recommends the full council approve the benefits planning/analysis policy as stated.  Motion carried unanimously.
· Recommends the full council approve the Pre-ETS Policy as written.
· Recommends the full council approve the Competitive Integrated Employment policy. 
· Recommends the full council approve the name be changed from community based work transition program to the community work transition program.  

A motion was made by Lonnie Cowan to approve the benefits planning/analysis policy as stated.  Second by Tyler Levy.    No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.  

A motion was made by Elsie Speed to approve the Pre-ETS policy as written.  Second by Lonnie Cowan.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously. 

A motion was made by Roger Braden to approve the Competitive Integrated Employment policy as stated.  Second by Elsie Speed.    No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.  

A motion was made by Roger Braden to approve the name change of community based work transition program to the community work transition program.  Second by Elsie Speed.    No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.  

A motion was made to approve the report and all it entails by Lonnie Cowan.  Second by Tyler Levy.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Old Business:
No old business was discussed.

New Business:
No new business was discussed.

Next Meeting Date and Location:
Date:		Monday, February 22, 2016 
Location:	Embassy Suites - Lexington

Motion to Adjourn:
A motion was made by David Rossi to adjourn the meeting.  Second by Vanessa Jones.  No oppositions, abstentions or discussion.  Motion carried unanimously.  Motion adjourned at 1:53pm.


  
