Approved September 15, 2014
Kentucky Statewide Council for Vocational Rehabilitation (SCVR)
Minutes
June 30th, 2014
The Hilton Garden Inn
Georgetown, KY

Members Present: Roberta Alston, Dr. David Beach, Dr. Marty Boman, Roger Braden, Lisa Carrico, Kelly Colvin, Joe Cowan, Lonnie Cowan, Barbara Davis, Irene Dervin, Kathy Eversole, Mark Jackson, Vanessa Jones, Tyler Levy, John Mathias, Jeff Merrill, and Karen Rossi, Member-At-Large

Members Absent:  Connie Dotson, Christine Edwards, and Tony LoBianco,

Guests Present: Valerie Cowan and Tina Jackson 

Staff Present:  Jordan Branham, Patrice Flynn, Carmen Freeman, Erin Hopper, Dave Matheis, Barbara Pugh, Kellie Scott, Jane Smith, and Mindy Yates

Interpreters: Tara Eversole and Tom King

[bookmark: _GoBack]Welcome and Introductions:
Acting SCVR Chairperson, Karen Rossi, welcomed everyone and introductions were made.  Guests were also recognized. 

Election of Officers: Discussion was held regarding the election of officers.  A motion was made by Lonnie Cowan to suspend the bylaws in order to a hold special election, second by Marty Boman.  Dave Matheis provided a clarification on why the election was postponed.  Acting Chairperson, Karen Rossi asked for any nominations from the floor for chairperson.  Lonnie Cowan nominated Joe Cowan.  He accepted the nomination.  Karen Rossi then asked for nominations for vice-chairperson and announced that Jeff Merrill is the current nominee.  There were no nominations from the floor for vice-chairperson.  Karen proceeded to announce that Jeff Merrill and Roberta Alston are current nominees for member-at-large.  She asked for anymore nominations from the floor for member-at-large.  Joe Cowan nominated Mark Jackson.  Mr. Jackson accepted the nomination.  Ballots were distributed among the full council members only for a private vote.  The election ballots were then collected and tallied.  The newly elected SCVR officers were then announced aloud.  There were:

Chairperson, Joe Cowan
Vice-Chairperson, Jeff Merrill
Member-at-Large, Roberta Alston 
Member-at-Large, Karen Rossi

Executive Director’s Report:  Dr. David Beach provided the Executive Director’s report.  He began by congratulating SCVR member, Joe Cowan, for being elected as the new SCVR Chairperson.  He also thanked all members who served previously and now for all their time and efforts.  He then began updating the full council on recent events regarding the reorganization of Workforce.  He stated that the Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA) would be remaining in the Federal Department of Education if the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) is passed as now written.  He said some other issues concerning WIOA is the increased focus on partnering with employers and transition. Dr. Beach believes that by staying in the Department of Education will better align vocational rehabilitation services with its mission. One major change may be the current federal standard and indicators.  Dr. Beach stated that separate funding for Supported Employment is a concern as well. He informed the full council the agency will provide assistance to the SCVR to review these proposed changes and provide input to agency leadership.  In other news, the agency continues to work on the SGA Project with Program Administrator, Erin Hopper, heading the team.  Dr. Beach explained the goal is to provide enhanced, just-in-time services to SSDI recipients.  He announced he is continuing to communicate with the Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA) in preparation for their visit in August 2014.  He stated that RSA officials would performing a programmatic review, but not a fiscal review. He then said the agency has finalized and updated the Service Fee Memorandum (SFM) and policy for the Community Based Work Transition Program.  He also said agency staff will continue with its asset development initiative.  The most recent effot was the Asset Development Summit held in Bowling Green, KY.  The car IDA still continues to be going well and is receiving recognition at the national level.  He then provided information on personnel changes.  He stated that Jan Offutt has retired with the agency and that the Fort Wright office will be moving to Covington in the coming months.  He announced in September 2014 the Program Evaluation Summit will be held in Louisville, KY.  He stated the agency will sponsor only one council member and asked if anyone is interested in attending to contact Program Administrator, Kellie Scott.  Dr. Beach concluded his report by expressing his thoughts about the Carl D. Perkins Vocational Training Center (CDPVTC) graduation that was held earlier in June 2014.  He was pleased with the ceremony and said there were 120 graduates and more than 80 individuals who participated in the actual commencement.

Carl D. Perkins Vocational Training Center (CDPVTC) Report:
CDPVTC Executive Director, Barbara Pugh, provided the CDPVTC report.  She began by discussing Center programs that were eliminated as well as programs that were added.  Barbara concluded her report by stating students would return from summer break on July 7, 2014.

The full council broke out into their committees at 10:03am.

The full council reconvened at 11:02am.

Presentations:
Program Administrator, Erin Hopper, provided a brief presentation on the SGA Project.  Discussion was held.  The presentation was well received.

Program Administrator, Kellie Scott, provided a brief presentation on the Consumer Satisfaction Report.  Discussion was held.  The presentation was well received.

The full council broke out for lunch at 12:00pm.

The full council reconvened at 1:08pm.

Acting SCVR Chairperson, Karen Rossi, called the official meeting to order at 1:09pm.

Approval of SCVR April 14th, 2014 Meeting Minutes:
A motion was made by Vanessa Jones to accept the April 14th, 2014 SCVR meeting minutes.  Mark Jackson, second.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.  

SCVR Chairperson’s Report:
No report was given.

Staff Report:  
Staff Liaison, Dave Matheis provided the staff report.  He began by discussing the results of the elections.  He said staff had been making preparations for those elections since the last meeting in April. Staff composed a letter for former SCVR Chairperson, Nancy Hunter to the Embassy Suites related to accessibility concerns.  The hotel provided a response to the letter and addressed the council’s concerns.  Some council members then expressed their concern over the hotel’s response to the letter.  It was suggested to send a follow-up letter.  Lonnie Cowan made the motion to send another letter to the hotel.  Jeff Merrill, second.  No discussion, oppositions, or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously. Mr. Matheis concluded his report by asking council members to turn all personal assistance forms, travel etc. to him or Carmen Freeman at the end of the meeting. SCVR member, Kathy Eversole, updated the council on Tony Lobianco.

Client Assistance Program (CAP) Report:  
Client Assistance Program staff member, Vanessa Jones, provided the CAP report.  She began by saying that CAP currently has 33 active cases and 10 of those are new.  There are three closed cases and two in negotiation.  Twenty-seven of those cases are VR and six are from the Office for the Blind.  Vanessa reported that some major problems areas were communication and service related conflicts.   

Statewide Independent Living Council (SILC) Report:  
Dave Matheis provided the SILC report.  He began by providing information to council members on the Independent Living (IL) Centers in Kentucky.  He said some IL Centers received federal funds through OVR and some of them receive funding directly from the federal government.  Mr. Matheis explained the Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA) monitors those Centers who receive direct funds from the federal government.  RSA recently monitored Pathfinders for Independent Living in Harlan, KY for the first time. As a result of issues coming out of the review, the center was recently closed and a request for proposals to replace has been released and proposals are due at the end of June 2014.  Perry, Harlan, Bell, Letcher, and Leslie counties compose the service area involved.  He concluded his report by informing the council there is a public forum on a change to the State Plan for Independent Living (SPIL) related to the center closure scheduled for July 10, 2014 in Frankfort, KY that held at the Transportation Cabinet building.

Committee Reports:
Executive Committee:
No report was given.

Nominating Committee:
No report was given.

Public Awareness, Legislation and Advocacy (PAL) Committee:
Council member, John Mathias, provided the PAL Committee report.  Mr. Mathias began by informing the full council the committee discussed Job Placement Month.  The event will be held in October 2014 and more information about it will be provided to SCVR members at a later date.  He announced the certificates for the 2014 Employer Recognition Award winners will be presented during this timeframe.  He then stated, staff person, Jason Jones will present the Annual Report to the committee at the September 2014 SCVR meeting.  Mr. Mathias said the committee agreed to ask staff to compose a letter on behalf of the council that includes their thoughts and suggestions to RSA and the issue of funding the Southeast TACE centers.  The letter would then be signed by SCVR Chairperson, Joe Cowan.  Mr. Mathias also said the committee chose the 2014 Employer Recognition Award winners.  He announced the winners of the awards to the full council.  The winners were:

Western Kentucky Region:		Houchen’s IGA
Central Kentucky Region:		Calvary Child Care Center
Northern Kentucky Region:	Arby’s
Louisville Region:			Brown-Foreman
Louisville Region:			UPS
Southern Kentucky Region:	Lowes

Action Items:
1. A motion was made by Marty Boman to ask staff to compose a letter on behalf of the council that includes their thoughts and suggestions to RSA on the issue of the Job-Drvien Technical Assistance Center.  Jeff Merrill, second.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.
2. A motion was made by Vanessa Jones to approve the six winners selected by the PAL Committee:  	
· Western Kentucky Region:		Houchen’s, IGA
· Central Kentucky Region:		Calvary Child Care Center
· Northern Kentucky Region:	Arby’s
· Louisville Region:			Brown-Foreman
· Louisville Region 			UPS
· Southern Kentucky Region:	Lowes
Karen Rossi, second.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made to accept the PAL Committee report and all it entails by Tyler Levy.  Marty Boman, second.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

Consumer Satisfaction and Program Evaluation Committee:
Council member, Lisa Carrico, provided the Consumer Satisfaction and Program Evaluation Committee report.  Lisa announced that Assistant Director of Program Services participated in the meeting today as well as council member, Lonnie Cowan.  She expressed her appreciation of their support during the meeting.  Lisa encouraged council members to attend the Program Evaluation Summit which Dr. David Beach mentioned earlier.  She conveyed to the council there was no new business items discussed as there were few members present.  She hopes to see new members at the September 2014 meeting. 

Action Items:
1. A motion was made to accept the Consumer Satisfaction Survey Report by Lonnie Cowan.  Jeff Merrill, second.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.
A motion was made to accept the Consumer Satisfaction and Program Evaluation Committee report and all it entails by Karen Rossi.  Lonnie Cowan, second.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

Policy and Planning Committee:
Council member, Irene Dervin, provided the Policy and Planning Committee report.  She stated Program Administrator, Erin Hopper, informed them the e-mail blast that was suggested by committee members in April 2014 was sent out and she announced she was pleased to see a significant increase in responses to the State Plan Visioning Survey.  The committee then briefly discussed the analysis of the survey.  Irene said the committee also discussed two service fee memorandums which involved interpreter services and the Kelly Autism Program.  No recommendations were made by the committee regarding the memorandums.  Irene said the committee reviewed policies and procedures regarding on the job training and texting capability involving counselors, consumers, employers, etc.  The committee made a recommendation to approve the On the Job Training policy.  The committee also made a recommendation to review the texting policy further as indicated by staff.  Irene concluded her report.

Action Items:
1. A motion was made by Lonnie Cowan to request agency leadership to review the possibility of counselors to send texts to multiple recipients so long as those recipients were appropriately involved in the case and a release to communicate with those recipients was obtained. John Mathias, second. No discussion. Motion carried unanimously.

2. A motion was made by Karen Rossi to agree to the proposed action item of accepting the On-the-Job Training policy as written by staff and as reviewed by the Policy and Planning Committee.  Roberta Alston, second.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.
A motion was made to accept the Policy and Planning Committee report and all it entails by Mark Jackson. Karen Rossi, second.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

Old Business:
None.

New Business:  
Discussion was held among the full council and staff regarding the Comprehensive Needs Assessment and its association with the state plan.  Dave Matheis explained the Comprehensive Needs Assessment is a year-long process and staff would like to begin working on the assessment this summer.  He stated the agency would like to sub-contract with the University of Kentucky (UK) Masters of Rehabilitation Counseling Program to assist with the assessment.  He then directed council members to review the assessment schedule located in their meeting booklets.  Council member, Roger Braden, questioned the cost.  Dr. David Beach said he estimates the agency to spend roughly $50,000 to sub-contract with UK.  Dr. Beach informed the council that he believes that by collaborating with UK, the assessment will reach more consumers and have a better outcome.  Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Lonnie Cowan to sub-contract with the University of Kentucky’s Masters in Rehabilitation Counseling Program to create the Comprehensive Needs Assessment.  Kathy Eversole, second.  No discussion, oppositions, abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

Next Meeting Date and Location:
It was determined by the council that Monday, September 15, 2014 will be the next meeting date.  Staff support will contact the Hilton Garden Inn in Georgetown or the Embassy Suites in Lexington for meeting space availability.  The council will be notified by staff of the meeting and lodging details at a later date.

Motion to Adjourn the Meeting:
A motion was made by Marty Boman to adjourn the SCVR meeting.  Tyler Levy, second.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.  Meeting adjourned at 2:10 pm.
