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Kentucky Statewide Council for Vocational Rehabilitation (SCVR)
Monday, June 8, 2015
Minutes
Embassy Suites – Lexington, KY

Members Present:
Joe Cowan, SCVR Chairperson, Jeff Merrill, SCVR Vice Chairperson, Michelle Bazeley, Roger Braden, Lisa Carrico, Barbara Davis, Kathy Eversole, Buddy Hoskinson, Vanessa Jones, Elsie Speed, Karen Rossi, and Zella Wells

Members Absent:
Kelly Colvin, Mark Jackson and Meg Steinman 

Staff Present:
Holly Hendricks, Jason Jones, Dave Matheis, Germaine O’Connell, Kellie Scott, Christ Sheetinger, Jane Smith, and Nanci Soard

Guests Present:
Valerie Cowan and Tony Lobianco

Interpreters:
Amy Gruenwald and Cheyenne Jennings

SCVR Chairperson, Joe Cowan, welcomed everyone at 9:25am and introductions were made.  

Changes in the Agenda:
Staff liaison, Dave Matheis, announced the changes in the agenda.  Julie Wade would not be presenting and FEMA representative, John Daly, would be providing a brief presentation on FEMA’s disability outreach.He explained new appointments have not been made, but there should be a full council for the September meeting.  

FEMA Presentation:
John Daly provided a brief presentation on the FEMA program and explained he is the responsible for disability integration in the event of an emergency or natural disaster.  Discussion was held.  It was well received.

Executive Director’s Report:
Buddy Hoskinson provided the Executive Director’s report.  He began by providing an update on the Workforce Investment Opportunity Act (WIOA).  He said the agency has been reviewing the proposed WIOA regulations and trying to understand more about how the Kentucky Office of Vocational Rehabilitation (KYOVR) will implement them.  Mr. Hoskinson explained to the full council there is a ‘60 day comment period’ for the new regulations and KYOVR and its partner agencies are preparing a response.  He continued to explain KYOVR will submit its comments to the Cabinet of Workforce Development.  The Cabinet will then take those comments from KYOVR and other agencies and send them to the Governor’s Office.  

Mr. Hoskinson continued his report by announcing several new Kentucky Careers Centers opening across the state.  He said there are new centers in Elizabethtown, Richmond and Murray.

Mr. Hoskinson then elaborated on future office moves.  He told staff and council members the Middletown OVR office in Louisville will be moving to the Charles McDowell Center in the very near future.  The KYOVR office which is located in downtown Louisville at Sixth and Cedar will be moving to down to the first floor of the same building.  Mr. Hoskinson continued to say the Cabinet is looking into establishing full service comprehensive centers and affiliate centers.

He said the Employer Conference was held by KYOVR and the Kentucky Office for the Blind (KYOFB).  There were 120 employers in attendance at that conference.  

Mr. Hoskinson then encouraged council members to attend the Carl D. Perkins Vocational Training Center graduation ceremony on Friday, June 12th, 2015 at 1:00pm.

He concluded his report by announcing staff will be undergoing several trainings over the next few years specific to understanding implementing changes resulting from the new law.  

Dave Matheis informed the full council he sent the new regulations to council members via e-mail.  KYOVR Director of Program Services, Jane Smith, said the council can submit comments through June 15th if they choose to do so.

Jane followed Mr. Buddy Hoskinson’s report by discussing staff changes.  Mrs. Smith said due to the implementation of the WIOA she realized she did not have enough leadership in Program Services.  As a result, KYOVR has hired three Regional Directors who will start on June 16th.  Jane announced that Jason Cole will be the Regional Director of the Western Kentucky area, Ryan Henson will be the Central Regional Director and Brent Sturgill will be the Eastern Regional Director.  She also said the agency plans to fill those branch managers’ positions that Mr. Henson, Mr. Sturgill and Mr. Cole are vacating.  Jane concluded her report by announcing the agency will be undergoing district reorganization to match the Kentucky Area Development Districts.  The reorganization will hopefully be completed by October 1st, 2015.

Budget Update: 
Dave Matheis informed the full council the budget is located in their meeting booklets on page 71 and 72.  He said Mindy Yates is not present to provide the detailed update.

2015 Consumer Satisfaction Survey Report Update:
Katie Wolf-Whaley provided a presentation on the 2015 Consumer Satisfaction Survey report.  Discussion was held.  It was well received.

Committee Meetings:
Council members broke out into their committees at 10:15am.

The full council reconvened at 11:02am.

ABLE Act Update:
MaryLee Underwood from the Kentucky Developmental Disabilities Council provided a presentation on the ABLE Act.  Discussion was held.  It was well received.

The meeting broke for lunch at 11:48am.

The full council reconvened at 1:04pm.

SCVR Chairperson, Joe Cowan, called the meeting to order at 1:07pm.

Approval of the March 16, 2015 Minutes:
A motion was made by Vanessa Jones to accept the March 16, 2015 SCVR meeting minutes with changes of including the correct date of when the WIOA was passed.  Second by Elsie Speed. No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

SCVR Chairperson Report:
SCVR Chairperson, Joe Cowan, provided the SCVR Chairperson report.  He announced he attended the CSAVR in April 2015 held in Washington, DC.  He reported it were a great meeting and very informative.  Mr. Cowan informed council members the conference focused on how a chairperson should be resourceful and knowledgeable, the upcoming changes in WIOA and the Individualized Plan for Employment (IPE).  Mr. Cowan concluded his report by informing the group the conference also focused on sheltered workshops and sub-minimum wages paid to individuals with disabilities.

Staff Liaison Report: 
Dave Matheis provided the staff report.  He announced that Program Administrator, Chris Sheetinger, was hired as Erin Hopper’s replacement and introduced Mr. Sheetinger to the group.  He explained Mr. Sheetinger would become the main support for the Policy and Planning committee.  Mr. Matheis reported staff made arrangements for Mr. Joe Cowan’s attendance at the CSAVR in Washington, DC.  

Client Assistance Program (CAP):
CAP representative, Vanessa Jones, provided the report.  She directed council members to the written CAP report on pages 17 to 19.  She identified issues CAP saw during the first quarter.  She also explained the reasons of closures for all cases.  Mrs. Jones encouraged the group to view the trainings and conferences attended by CAP staff on page 19.  She concluded her report by announcing CAP Director, Gerry Gordon-Brown would be retiring on July 31st and that she would be the CAP contact until Gerry’s position has been filled.

Statewide Independent Living Council (SILC) Report:
SILC Representative, Elsie Speed, provided the report.  She directed the group to pages 20 to 26 where the drafted SILC minutes were located.  Ms. Speed began by informing council members the SILC is scheduled to meet on Tuesday, June 9th, 2015 at the Embassy Suites in Lexington, KY.  She added that on April 26th, 2015 she attended the Employer Conference held in Lexington, KY.  She commented that she felt the conference was very insightful and she was grateful to represent SILC, SCVR and herself as an individual.  Ms. Speed then informed the council and staff that as the representative for region four of the SILC Congress, she has been participating in monthly teleconferences in order to help plan for the 2016 SILC Congress.  She announced the conference will be held in Phoenix, Arizona at the Downtown Sheraton Hotel.  She encouraged council members to register early so the SILC Congress will be able to receive a better deal on the block of lodging rooms.  Ms. Speed said the SILC Congress will be held on January 15th to 19th, 2016.  She hopes the SILC Congress will plan to celebrate Martin Luther King, Jr. during the conference.  She concluded her report by announcing she was elected to serve on the Resolution Committee and the Program Committee.  

A motion was made to approve the report and all it entails by Joe Cowan.  Second by Roger Braden.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

Committee Reports:
Executive Committee Report:
SCVR Chairperson, Joe Cowan, provided the Executive Committee report.  He informed the full council and staff that the committee discussed the SCVR budget.  He believes expenditures are on target.  Mr. Cowan said the committee suggests the by-laws review take place on Friday, August 14th, 2015 at the General Butler State Park.  Staff will investigate logistics.  He concluded the Executive Committee report by announcing the suggested topics for the September 2015 meeting are eligibility, IPE and Job Placement and that the Committee recommends the council postpone the joint meeting with SILC until December.

Action Items:
· Allow the Executive Committee to conduct the by-law review on Friday, August 14th, 2015 at General Butler State Park.
· Schedule presentations for the September 2015 SCVR meeting on  Eligibility, IPE and Job Placement.
· Postpone the joint meeting with SILC until December 2015.

A motion was made to approve the report and all it entails by Elsie Speed.  Second by Vanessa Jones.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.



Consumer Services and Program Evaluation Committee Report:
Elsie Speed provided the report in Meg Steinman’s absence.  She informed the full council that program administrator, Kellie Scott, provided the committee with an overview of the WIOA and common performance indicators.  Ms. Speed also said Kellie provided information about the Return on Investment project to the committee as well as information about the ongoing Substantial Gainful Activity project.  Ms. Speed said the committee recommends the full council to approve and accept the Consumer Satisfaction Survey report. 

Action Items:
· Approve and accept the Consumer Satisfaction Survey Report.

A motion was made by Roger Braden to approve and accept the Consumer Satisfaction Survey Report.  Second by Elsie Speed.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made to approve the Consumer Services and Program Evaluation Committee report by Elsie Speed.  Second by Kathy Eversole.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

Public Awareness, Legislative and Advocacy (PAL) Committee Report:
Committee Chairperson, Roger Braden, provided the PAL report.  He informed the full council there was discussion regarding the 2015 Employer Recognition Award winners and how the committee should choose the winners.  Ultimately, the PAL committee members chose five regional winners out of the 14 nominations that were submitted.  Mr. Braden asked the full council to approve and accept the winners chosen by the committee.  He concluded his report by informing council members that they discussed the Able Act but decided to table the discussion any further until the presentation by MaryLee Underwood.

Action Items:
· Recommend the following employers as the 2015 Employer Recognition Award winners:
· Cengage Learning(N. KY – Independence)
· Meadow’s Body Shop (W. KY – Paducah)
· Lowe’s Home Improvement (W. KY – Madisonville)
· Somerwoods Nursing Home (S. KY – Somerset)
· Lowe’s Home Improvement (Central KY – Campbellsville)

Roger Braden explained the committee’s selection process at the request of fellow council member Elsie Speed.

A motion was made to accept the nominations for the 2015 Employer Recognitions Award winners by Roger Braden.  Vanessa Jones second.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made to approve the Public Awareness, Legislative and Advocacy Committee report by Vanessa Jones.  Second by Elsie Speed.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

Dave Matheis provided further explanation about the ABLE Act to the council.  He encouraged them or other groups to contact MaryLee Underwood for more information on how to become more involved.

Policy and Planning Committee Report:
Kathy Eversole provided the Policy and Planning report.  She said there was a discussion held between committee members regarding the new policy revisions on Supported Employment.  She recommends the full council to approve and accept the new policy revisions pertaining to Supported Employment.

Action Items:
· Approve and accept the new policy revisions on Supported Employment.

A motion was made to approve the report and all it entails by Vanessa Jones.  Second by Elsie Speed.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Old Business:
No old business was discussed.

New Business:
A certificate of appreciation was presented to Kathy Eversole, who is retiring, for her time served on behalf of the council.

Next Meeting Date and Location:
Monday, September 21st, 2015
Embassy Suites – Lexington, KY

It was suggested by KYOVR Executive Director, Buddy Hoskinson to investigate pricing options for the Embassy in collaboration with the Statewide Independent Living Council staff.

Motion to Adjourn:
A motion was made by Roger Braden to adjourn the meeting.  Second by Elsie Speed.  No oppositions, abstentions or discussion.  Motion carried unanimously.  Motion adjourned at 1:50pm.


  



