Approved June 8, 2015
Kentucky Statewide Council for Vocational Rehabilitation (SCVR)
Monday, March 16th, 2015
Minutes
The Hilton Garden Inn – Georgetown, KY

Members Present:
Joe Cowan, SCVR Chairperson, Jeff Merrill, SCVR Vice Chairperson, Roberta Alston, Member-at-Large, Lonnie Cowan, Member-at-Large, Michelle Bazeley, Marty Boman, Lisa Carrico, Kelly Colvin, Roger Braden, Barbara Davis, Christine Edwards, Kathy Eversole, Buddy Hoskinson (OVR Executive Director), Mark Jackson, Vanessa Jones, Tony LoBianco, John Mathias, Elsie Speed, and Meg Steinman
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Members Absent:
Irene Dervin, Connie Dotson, Tyler Levy, Karen Rossi, and Zella Wells

Staff Present:
Darrin Breeding, Holly Hendricks, Jason Jones, Dave Matheis, Kellie Scott, Nanci Soard, Jane Smith, and Mindy Yates

Guests Present:
Ibrahim Arno, Valerie Cowan, Allison Fleming, and Tina Jackson

Interpreters:
Amy Gruenwald and Tom King

Executive Director’s Report
Buddy Hoskinson introduced himself to council members as the newly appointed Kentucky Office of Vocational Rehabilitation (KYOVR) Executive Director.  He provided the Executive Director’ report.  He thanked Dr. David Beach for all his work within the agency.  He provided a brief background about himself and his credentials.  He then reported on the most recent developments in regards to the Workforce Investment Opportunity Act (WIOA).  He informed council members and staff the WIOA replaced the Workforce Investment Act (WIA) as of July 1, 2015.  He said the Cabinet and partner agencies have been busy with implementing the imminent changes he said he believes the state of Kentucky is a step ahead when it comes to reaching consumers.  He hopes for a seamless transition for all services in the Kentucky Career Centers.  Mr. Hoskinson said the agency plans to move forward with the guidance of the Kentucky Workforce Investment Board (KWIB) to ensure services are provided to all consumers.  He announced the big transformation will be a culture shift on how Kentucky does business with their consumers.  Jane Smith, KYOVR Director of Program Services, announced regulations for Title IV have not been received but that some aspects of the WIOA are straightforward and can be implemented.  She informed the council the big concentration of the WIOA is Pre-Employment Transitions Service (PETS).  Jane Smith announced there have been some staff changes in several field offices and was pleased to say every outstanding position has been filled or is in process of being filled.  She also announced the agency will be hiring Regional Directors in the near future and said she was looking forward to working with the new executive director.

Carl D. Perkins Vocational Training Center (CDPVTC) Report:
CDPVTC Staff Member, Darrin Breeding, provided the CDPVTC report in the absence of Center Director, Barb Pugh.  He directed council members and staff to page 25 of the meeting booklet to review the written report.  Mr. Breeding said some highlights of the report include the construction of the girl’s dormitory restroom, graduation date being set for June 12, 2015 and the implementation of the statewide Tobacco Free Policy on campus.

Comprehensive Needs Assessment Presentation:
Allison Fleming, a representative of the University of Kentucky, provided a brief presentation on the Comprehensive Needs Assessment report.  An extensive discussion was held regarding the results of the report.  KYOVR Staff Liaison, Dave Matheis, explained the purpose of the survey.  He said the survey helps the agency to determine areas of weakness and develop strategies for improvement. The presentation was well received.

Committee Meetings:
Council members broke out into their committees at 10:33am.

The full council reconvened at 11:02am.

Project SEARCH:
OVR Branch Manager from the Florence District, Ryan Henson, provided a brief presentation on the Project SEARCH.  Discussion was held by the council and staff. It was well received.

Eligibility and the Individualized Plan for Employment (IPE) Presentation:
The presentation on eligibility and the Individualized for Employment (IPE) was moved to the June 2015 SCVR meeting.

Substantial Gainful Activity (SGA) Project Presentation:
Bob Burns from the Institute on Community Inclusion (ICI) provided a brief presentation on the SGA Project.  Discussion was held by the council and staff. It was well received.

Council members broke for for lunch at 12:01pm.

The full council reconvened at 1:06pm.

SCVR Chairperson, Joe Cowan, called the meeting to order at 1:07pm.

Approval of the December 8, 2014 Minutes:
A motion was made by Elsie Speed to accept the December 8th, 2014 SCVR meeting minutes as presented.  Second by Lonnie Cowan. No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

SCVR Chairperson Report:
SCVR Chairperson, Joe Cowan, provided the report.  He informed the council and staff he attended the 874K Event that was held in Frankfort, KY as a representative of the council.  Mr. Joe Cowan said he enjoyed the event and said it was well attended.

Staff Liaison Report:
Dave Matheis provided the staff report.  He discussed the 874K Event at length.  He said SCVR Council Member, Elsie Speed, was in attendance at the event and was one of the individuals asking questions of the Gubernatorial candidates during the forum.  Mr. Matheis said staff set up the March meeting and sent information to council members about the ABLE Act.  He said he has been collecting applications of potential council members and a letter would be sent on behalf of the full council to support Employment First legislation.  Tony LoBianco made a suggestion to include the an updated budget report at every meeting. Buddy agreed to add this to his director’s report.  Staff agreed.  Mr. Matheis concluded his report by discussing the upcoming Employer Conference.  The Kentucky Business Leadership Network (KYBLN) Ad Hoc committee was invited to attend the conference on behalf of the SCVR.  In order to accommodate as many employers as possible, space for non-employers is limited.

Client Assistance Program (CAP):
Vanessa Jones provided the CAP report.  She provided the 2015 case information to the full council.  She said there were 17 information and referrals, 29 active cases, 22 total cases, and seven closed cases.  She informed council members of the seven closed cases, three were closed as issues resolved in favor of the consumer, one was closed as partial resolution in favor of the consumer, one was closed as the consumer lacks merit for CAP case, and two were closed as the consumer did not follow thru or was uncooperative.  She said the annual report was sent out electronically to the full council before the meeting.

Statewide Independent Living Council (SILC) Report:
SILC Representative, Elsie Speed, provided the report.  She directed council members and staff to pages 19-24 of the meeting booklet where the September SILC meeting minutes were located.  She informed the group on October 29th, 2014, she attended the Asset Development Summit in Ashland, KY.  She said it was very informative and well attended.  Ms. Speed said she also attended the SILC/SCVR Annual Joint Meeting in December 2014 which was held at the Griffin Gate Marriott Resort.  She felt the joint meeting was very informative and beneficial.  She directed council members and staff to pages 50-55 of the meeting booklet to review a detailed report of the SILC’s Executive Committee report.  Ms. Speed then informed everyone she attended the SILC Congress in San Diego in January 2015 and at that event, she reported she as elected as the representative of region four.  Ms. Speed talked about her positive experiences at the SILC Congress as well as when she attended the 874K Event in February 2015.  She said it was her first time attending the 874K Event and expressed her enjoyment in partaking in the event’s activities.  Ms. Speed said she participated in her first teleconference call for region four in February and announced the next SILC Congress will be held in Phoenix, Arizona in 2015.  The location of the event and more information about the event will be forthcoming.  She announced she would be participating in monthly teleconferences for the SILC Congress.  Ms. Speed informed the group the quarterly SILC meeting was held on March 10th, 2015 and nominations and new council members will be given to Mr. Dave Matheis to be sent to the Governor’s Office for possible appointment.  Ms. Elsie Speed concluded her report by stating a letter was sent to the Executive Director of Disability Resource Initiative on behalf of SILC and that Benita Linda was elected the new Chairperson of the SILC.

Committee Reports

Executive Committee Report:
SCVR Chairperson, Joe Cowan, provided the Executive Committee report.  He said the committee reviewed the SCVR budget and he announced the Consumer Satisfaction Survey funds have not been taken out of the current budget as of this meeting.  Mr. Joe Cowan said he was approved to attend the CSAVR in Washington D.C. in April 2015 by the full council and the Cabinet.  He said the committee discussed possible presentation topics for the June 2015 meeting.  Those discussed included Individualized Plan for Employment (IPE), Job Placement Services, the ABLE Act, Supported Employment, and various agency pilot project updates.  Mr. Joe Cowan also informed the group the Executive Committee suggested reviewing the by-laws and having a meeting to do so before the June 2015 meeting.  The Executive Committee suggested asking the by-laws committee to meet on May 1st.  Mr. Joe Cowan also informed the full council and staff, the calendar located on page 48 of the meeting booklet was approved by the committee.

Action Items:
· Hold a meeting to review the SCVR bylaws on May 1, 2015 preferable at Blue Licks State Park and report findings to the full council at the June 2015 SCVR meeting.
· Suggested Presentation Topics for the June Meeting:  IPE, Job Placement Services, ABLE Act, Supported Employment, and pilot projects updates.
· Approve the SCVR calendar.

A motion was made to approve the report and all it entails by Elsie Speed.  Second by Mark Jackson.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

An amended motion was made to approve each action step separately by Elsie Speed.  No second.  Motion not carried. 

The original motion was upheld.

Consumer Services and Program Evaluation Committee Report:
Committee Chairperson, Tony LoBianco, provided the report.  He said the committee approved the minutes and discussed the Comprehensive Needs Assessment at length.  Mr. LoBianco also said the committee discussed the SGA project but that the update was tabled until more information is provided during the day’s presentation.   Mr. LoBianco concluded his report by stating the committee suggested KYNect as a presentation topic in the future.

Action Items:
· KyNect individual present at a future SCVR meeting.

A motion was made to approve the report and all it entails by Vanessa Jones.  Second by Marty Boman.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

Public Awareness, Legislative and Advocacy (PAL) Committee Report:
Committee Chairperson, John Mathias, provided the PAL report. He announced this is his last committee meeting and new chair was elected.  He said Roger Braden was elected to be committee chairperson.  He also said the committee discussed the 2015 Employer Recognition Award Nominations.  Mr. Mathias announced the committee agreed to send the nomination form and memo out in May and the committee would then look at nominations in June at the SCVR quarterly meeting.  He said the committee agreed the awards would be delivered to winners in October 2015. 

Action Items:
· Send request for nominations for the 2015 Employer Recognition Awards in May.  Review nominations by the committee at the June 2015 quarterly SCVR meeting and awards presented to winners in October 2015.
· Accept Roger Braden as PAL committee Chairperson.

A motion was made to approve the report and all it entails by Vanessa Jones.  Second by Marty Boman.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

Policy and Planning Committee Report:
Kathy Eversole provided the report in the absence of Irene Dervin, Committee Chairperson.  She informed the council and staff the committee discussed changes to two proposed policies and accepted the 90 day policy with no changes.

Action Items:
· Made changes to Errors policy.  Changed the ‘best practice’ language to ‘required actions.’  Accepted the policy with changes.
· Made changes to PETS policy.  Plan and Program.  Policy updated upon receiving federal regulations.  Accepted the policy with changes and addition.
· Accepted the 90 Day policy with no changes.

A motion was made to approve the report and all it entails by Marty Boman.  Second by Roger Braden.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

Nominating Committee Report:
Staff liaison, Dave Matheis, provided the report.  

The following is a table of individuals the Committee would like sent to the Governor’s Office for possible appointment/reappointment.  
	
Primary
	Alternate
	Replacing

	Matt Davis
(Bowling Green)
	William Whobrey
(Henderson)
	John Mathias


	Lonnie Cowan
(Lexington)
	Sharon Fields
(Frankfort)
	Connie Dotson

	Phil Donahue 
(Louisville)
	Karen Mayne
(Frankfort)
	Irene Dervin

	Ibrahim Arno
(Lexington)
	John Horsley
(Lexington)
	Christine Edwards

	Sarah McMaine-Render
(Bowling Green)
	Carla Webster
(Lexington)
	Dr. Marty Boman

	Reappointments
	

	Tyler Levy
	Donna Caudill
(Louisville)
	

	Tony LoBianco
	Darrell Mattingly 
(Lexington)
	

	Roberta Alston (KY-SPIN Representative)

	Melissa Aquilar (Workforce Investment Board (WIB) Representative)


A motion was made to approve the report and all it entails by Vanessa Jones. Second by John Mathias.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Old Business:
No old business was discussed.

New Business:
Certificates of appreciations were presented to John Mathias, Christine Edwards, Irene Dervin, and Connie Dotson for their time served on the council by SCVR Chairperson, Joe Cowan and staff liaison, Dave Matheis.

Next Meeting Date and Location:
Monday, June 8th 2015
Location to be determined.

Motion to Adjourn:
A motion was made by Vanessa Jones to adjourn the meeting.  Second by Roger Braden.  No oppositions, abstentions or discussion.  Motion carried unanimously.  Motion adjourned at 1:55pm.  
