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Monday, February 22, 2016
Minutes
Embassy Suites by Hilton – Lexington, KY

Members Present:  Roberta Alston, Member at Large, Michelle Bazeley, Joe Cowan, Chairperson, Lonnie Cowan, Member at Large, Phillip Donahue, Mark Jackson, Vanessa Jones, Tyler Levy, Tony Lobianco, Russell Scott Pierce, David Rossi, Elsie Speed, Meg Steinman, and Carla Webster

Members Absent:  Melissa Aguilar, Roger Braden, Matt Davis, John Horsley, Buddy Hoskinson, Jeff Merrill, Sadda Yayo Radder, and Zella Wells

Staff Present:  
Holly Hendricks, Dorothy Jenkins, Jason Jones, Dave Matheis, Denisa Robinson, Kellie Scott, Chris Sheetinger, Jane Smith, Nanci Soard, Brent Sturgill, and Mindy Yates

Guests Present:
Valerie Cowan and Tina Jackson

Interpreters:
Amy Holt and Hilary Riley

SCVR Chairperson, Joe Cowan, welcomed everyone at 9:31am. Introductions were made and guests were recognized.

Executive Director’s Update:
Kentucky Office of Vocational Rehabilitation (KYOVR) Director of Program Services, Jane Smith, provided the Executive Director’s report.  She began by informing the group that staff mailed letters to legislators on behalf of the SCVR requesting the same level of funding for the agency.  She announced that Central Office employee, Mindy Yates, would be retiring at the end of March.

Mrs. Smith informed the group the Kentucky Office for the Blind (KYOFB) has received a grant called Project CASE in which the agency will collaborate.  It is a Career Pathways grant which SCVR Staff Liaison, Dave Matheis, provided assistance with writing.  She said the grant will primarily provide services in Eastern Kentucky and Metropolitan Louisville.  She hopes the agency can see some successes from its involvement with the project.  She then discussed the agency’s collaboration with University of Kentucky’s Human Development Institute and the University Of Louisville Autism Center to provide training on disability to the Kentucky Career Centers’ business service teams, funded by a $20,000 grant from the Office of Autism.

She then reported on the agency’s efforts in transition.  She said the agency has changee the Community Based Work Transition Program to Community Based Transition Program and will begin offering it to all school systems.  Mrs. Smith said due to the new Workforce Investment Opportunity Act (WIOA) regulations the agency is required to provide pre-employment transition services (Pre-ETS) to students and commit 15% of its federal allotment to those services.  She said the agency will start a new Project Search site and Regional Manager Brent Sturgill is working on this in Maysville.  Mr. Sturgill has spoken with Special Education Director of the Mason County High School.  He announced Project Search should begin on August 1, 2016 with Mitsubishi Electric as the corporate partner.  Mrs. Smith explained Project Search to new council members.  Council member, Russell Scott Pierce provided an update on the KWIB activities in regards to Project Search.  

Jane Smith continued to report there would be an Autism Spectrum Summer Camp held at Eastern Kentucky University.  She said the camp focuses on developing partnerships with families and children ages 13 to 17 years of age.  Mrs. Smith said the agency plans to sponsor 50 families to attend the conference.

She reported several Community Rehabilitation Programs (CRPs) have sent in proposals for approval to work with transitions students.

She announced the Carl D. Perkins Vocational Training Center (CDPVTC) would be conducting their graduation ceremony on June 10, 2016 at 1:00pm.  She said there are currently 118 assigned beds at CDPVTC and 150 students enrolled.

Mrs. Smith then distributed information about future webinars and trainings.  She informed the group there would be a parent summit for autism spectrum disorders in Hazard on April 16 – 17, 2016.  

She congratulated Dr. Kathy Sheppard-Jones as she was named Executive Director of the University of Kentucky’s Human Development Institute.  Ms. Smith provided thanks to council member, Carla Webster, for asking the Kentucky Workforce Investment Board to draft a letter in support of the OVR budget.

Mr. Dave Matheis, provided an update on the ABLE Act.  He stated the ABLE Act was passed over a year ago and allows SSDI recipients to open savings accounts.  He continued to state friends and family have the option to contribute to the account of the individual to and the accounts will not count towards the SSA asset limits.  He reported there are over 30 states with enabling legislation in place. Federal rule changes will allow individual to pick from any state’s program across the country to set up the account.  He said the projected administrative cost of setting up and managing these accounts will prevent Kentucky from setting up the accounts, but , Kentuckians should be able to access accounts in neighboring states soon, such as Ohio and Virginia.  

KYOVR Program Administrator, Kellie Scott, provided an update on the Substantial Gainful Activity (SGA) Project.  She announced the project would be taking new consumers May 31, 2016 until the end of September.  She reported there are 357 new consumers and almost 100 of those are in District 1 (Middletown).  She stated 19 cases were closed as successful and 36 of those individuals are employed.
Budget Update:
KYOVR Program Administrator, Mindy Yates, provided an update on the agency budget.  Mrs. Yates announced her retirement.  She said she has been honored to work with the council over the years and thanked them for their service.  She then continued to speak about the current budget situation for the agency.  She said 15% of the annual federal award had to be set aside for transition services due to the new WIOA regulations and Pre-ETS. 

SCVR Council member, Russell Scott Peirce, asked that the turnover rate within the agency be distributed to the full council.  Jane Smith agreed and asked Dave Matheis to send that information out to the council members.  

New Central Office, Branch Manager, Denisa Robinson, was introduced to the full council by Mindy Yates.

State Plan Draft:
KYOVR Program Administrator, Chris Sheetinger, presented the State Plan Draft to the council. He said the submittal to the Rehabilitation Services Administration had been pushed back to April 1, 2016 and is a work in progress.  Mr. Sheetinger asked that council members review their assigned sections of the State Plan and provide any comments and/or suggestions to him by the end of the day.  

Committee Meetings:
Council members broke out into their committees at 10:37am.

The full council reconvened at 11:20am.

Customized Employment/Employment First/Minimum Wage:
Milton Tyree provided a presentation on Customized Employment, Employment First and minimum wage.  Discussion was held.  It was well received.

Council members broke out for lunch at 12:02pm.

The full council reconvened at 1:05pm.

SCVR Chairperson, Joe Cowan, called the meeting to order at 1:05pm.

Approval of the December 7, 2016 Minutes:
A motion was made by Elsie Speed to accept the December 7, 2015 SCVR meeting minutes as presented.  Second by Vanessa Jones. No oppositions, abstentions or discussion.  Motion carried unanimously.  

SCVR Chairperson Report:
SCVR Chairperson, Joe Cowan, informed the council he had nothing to report at this time.

Staff Liaison Report: 
SCVR Staff Liaison, Dave Matheis, provided the report.  Mr. Matheis said the Public Awareness, Legislative and Advocacy (PAL) Committee drafted a letter on behalf the full council and mailed the letter to the members of the Appropriations and Revenue Committees of the House and Senate asking for the full match for federal funds be restored to be restored to the agency budget.  Mr. Matheis directed council members to page 144 of the meeting booklet where the written report was located.  He announced the Counselor Representative on the council, Kelly Colvin, has resigned.  He said staff went through the process of choosing another counselor representative and Dorothy Jenkins was selected.  Dave stressed the importance of needing more SCVR applications to submit to the Governor’s Office for appointment.  He asked if anyone on the council new of potential applications who are willing to serve, to contact him. 

Client Assistance Program (CAP):
CAP Interim Director, Vanessa Jones, provided the report.  She directed council members to the written CAP report in the meeting booklet on page 30.  She said there was one correction to the report listed in the book.  This correction was KYOVR had 11 cases and KYOFB has 2 cases.  She announced the plan has been developed and describe what events and trainings she attended during the quarter.  She concluded her report by announcing the CAP Annual Report was sent to the Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA) in December 2015 and asked if any council members would like a copy of the report, to contact her.

Statewide Independent Living Council (SILC) Report:
SILC Representative, Elsie Speed, provided the SILC report.  She began by directing council members and staff to pages 24 thru 29.  She stated the SILC minutes located in the meeting booklet reflect the activities held during the SILC meeting on December 15, 2015 in Lexington, KY at the Embassy Suites.  She asked the full council to take note of the meetings that were held on September 1, 2015 and October 13, 2015.  During these meetings, SILC had voted to move the Independent Living (IL) Program to the Kentucky Department of Independent Living (DAIL).  Mr. Dave Matheis announced KYOVR will no longer be responsible for the SILC and the IL Program from that point forward however, the SILC representative, will still be allowed to attend SCVR meetings.  

Committee Reports:
Executive Committee Report:
SCVR Chairperson, Joe Cowan, provided the Executive Committee report.  Action items discussed during the committee meeting were:  

Action Items:
· Recommends the full council renew the consumer satisfaction contract for one year, only to give the council time to look for cheaper alternatives.
· Recommends the Nominating Committee review the current applications and have the committee review all them again in late March.
· Recommends the council conduct their next meeting on Monday, May 2, 2016.

A motion was made by Lonnie Cowan that the council reviews the consumer satisfaction contract for one year, only to give the council time to look for cheaper alternatives.  Second by Elsie Speed.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Vanessa Jones that the Nominating Committee reviews the current applications and have the Nominating Committee review all applications again in late March.  Second by, Meg Steinman.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Joe Cowan suggested the full council review the SCVR calendar on page 34 of the meeting booklet. 

A motion was made by Lonnie Cowan that the next SCVR meeting be held on Monday, May 2, 2016.  Second by Mark Jackson.  Discussion was held by the full council about the reason of the move when normally the SCVR meeting would be held in June.  Council member, David Rossi explained it would give the Nominating Committee more time to gather applications. The council members who would be rotating off the council would be able to attend in May (before their terms expire later that month) thus providing more attendance for the meeting.  Motion passed with one opposition vote.  No abstentions.  

A motion was made to approve the report and all it entails by Elsie Speed.  Meg Steinman, second.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

Consumer Services and Program Evaluation Committee Report:  Committee Chairperson, Meg Steinman, provided the Consumer Services and Program Evaluation Committee report.  She reported the committee discussed the sections of the draft of the State Plan that were assigned to the group and no new business was discussed.  Ms. Steinman said the committee agreed to review the State Plan again at home and provide any comments to KYOVR Program Administrator, Chris Sheetinger.  The committee also agreed the document should be reformatted to be read more easily.

A motion was made to approve the report and all it entails by Lonnie Cowan.  Second by Tony LoBianco.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

Public Awareness, Legislative and Advocacy (PAL) Committee Report:
Joe Cowan provided the PAL report due to Roger Braden’s absence.  He reported that the committee discussed the 2016 Employer Recognition Awards.  He said SCVR staff support, Nanci Soard, would send the nomination form and memo to all staff via email on March 1, 2016.  Mr. Cowan said the committee set a deadline to receive all nominations by April 15, 2016 and that the committee would decide the winners on May 2, 2016 during the next SCVR meeting.  Mr. Cowan concluded his report by informing attendees of the suggestions made pertaining to the draft of the State Plan.  He said the committee tabled the topics until March 15, 2016 to give members ample time to review the topics at length.  Mr. Cowan said the committee agreed to send all comments via email to Nanci Soard or KYOVR Program Administrator, Chris Sheetinger, by the set date of March 15, 2016.  Mr. Cowan also said the committee suggested a reformat of the document so it would be easier to read.  Mr. Cowan then concluded his report by saying the committee would discuss the next recipient of the Arthur Campbell Jr. Advocacy Award during the May 2, 2016 meeting.

A motion was made to approve the report and all it entails by Vanessa Jones.  Second by David Rossi.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

Policy and Planning Committee Report:
Committee Chairperson, David Rossi, provided the Policy and Planning committee report. He informed the full council the committee discussed changes needed to State Plan draft and went into detail of those changes with the full council.  

A motion was made to approve the report and all it entails by Meg Steinman.  Second by Tyler Levy.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Next Meeting Date and Location:
Date:		Monday, May 2, 2016
Location:	Embassy Suites, Lexington, KY

Motion to Adjourn:
A motion was made by Lonnie Cowan to adjourn.  Second by Tyler Levy.  No oppositions, abstentions or discussion.  Motion carried unanimously.  Motion adjourned at 2:02pm.


  
