Approved:  December 7, 2015
Kentucky Statewide Council for Vocational Rehabilitation (SCVR)
Monday, September 21, 2015
Minutes
Marriott Griffin Gate – Lexington, KY

Members Present:
Joe Cowan, SCVR Chairperson, Jeff Merrill, SCVR Vice Chairperson, Roberta Alston, Member at Large, Lonnie Cowan, Member at Large, Melissa Aguilar, Michelle Bazeley, Roger Braden, Barbara Davis, Matt Davis, Phillip Donahue, John Horsley, Mark Jackson, Vanessa Jones, Tyler Levy, Tony LoBianco, David Rossi, Elsie Speed, Meg Steinman, Carla Webster, and Zella Wells

Members Absent:
Lisa Carrico, Kelly Colvin and Buddy Hoskinson

Staff Present:
Holly Hendricks, Ryan Henson, Jason Jones, Dave Matheis, Barbara Pugh, Kellie Scott, Pat Selch, Chris Sheetinger, Jane Smith, and Nanci Soard

Staff Absent: 
Julie Wade and Mindy Yates

Guests Present:
Valerie Cowan and Tina Jackson

Interpreters:
Missy Briery, Paula Ginter, Amy Gruenwald, and Hilary Riley

SCVR Chairperson, Joe Cowan, welcomed everyone at 9:35am and introductions were made and guests were recognized.

Eligibility and the Individualized Plan for Employment (IPE):
Holly Hendricks provided a presentation on the eligibility requirements of the agency and the Individualized Plan for Employment (IPE).  Discussion was held.  It was well received.

Committee Meetings:
Council members broke out into their committees at 10:20am.

The full council reconvened at 11:24am.

KY Office of Vocational Rehabilitation (OVR) Executive Director’s Report:
Due to OVR Executive Director, Buddy Hoskinson’s absence, OVR Director of Program Services, Jane Smith, provide the report.  Mrs. Smith began by providing an update on the Workforce Investment Opportunity Act (WIOA) changes and new regulations that will be implemented.  She informed the full council she has attended ‘think tank’ meetings where 50 people were in attendance to discuss the WIOA regulations.  She then discussed personnel changes within the agency.  She announced that in the last week, there have been four branch manager positions posted.  She said those positions were for the Owensboro, Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services, Ashland, and Florence districts.  Mrs. Smith discussed the Substantial Gainful Activity (SGA) Project with the full council and said the project has gained significant momentum within the state.  She said agency leadership hopes OVR will reach their goal of 500 Social Security recipients since May 2015.  Mrs. Smith announced that OVR Program Administrator, Kellie Scott, will provide an update on the SGA Project later on in the day.  Finally, Mrs. Smith concluded her report by discussing some upcoming changes within Central Office.  She said staff will be attempting to maintain job duties at Central Office without rehiring for new positions.  She then thanked the full council for their service and guidance. 

KYOVR Budget Update: 
Mindy Yates provided the agency budget update.  Mrs. Yates explained to new council members and all in attendance the basics on the agency budget.  She also described the impact that the new WIOA regulations would have on the budget.  Discussion was held.  It was well received.

Return on Investment Project/SGA Project Update:
Kellie Scott provided a presentation on the SGA Project.  Discussion was held.  It was well received.

ABLE Act Update:
Dave Matheis provided the ABLE Act update.  He said the Commonwealth Council on Developmental Disability was spearheading the effort to get legislation passed in next year’s session of the General Assembly. The Treasurer’s Office has agreed to accept the program, if legislation is passed, and is planning a formal announcement about the Legislation in the Capitol Rotunda in October.

The meeting broke for lunch at 12:00pm.

The full council reconvened at 1:10pm.

SCVR Chairperson, Joe Cowan, called the meeting to order at 1:12pm.

Approval of the June 8, 2015 Minutes:
A motion was made by Elsie Speed to accept the June 8, 2015 SCVR meeting minutes as presented.  Second by Tyler Levy. No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

SCVR Chairperson Report:
SCVR Chairperson, Joe Cowan, informed the council he had nothing to report at this time.

Staff Liaison Report: 
Dave Matheis provided the staff report.  He discussed some of the activities staff had been working on and he informed the full council on which members terms would be expiring in May 2016.  He announced that Kelly Colvin, the counselor representative, has resigned as well as Lisa Carrico and Barbara Davis.

Client Assistance Program (CAP):
CAP representative, Vanessa Jones, provided the report.  She directed council members to the written CAP report.  She identified issues CAP saw during the first quarter.  She also explained the reasons of closures for all cases.  Mrs. Jones encouraged the group to view the trainings and conferences attended by CAP staff on the report.

Statewide Independent Living Council (SILC) Report:
SILC Representative, Elsie Speed, provided the report.  She directed the group to pages 16 to 23 where the drafted SILC minutes were located.  Ms. Speed began by informing council members there was a special called meeting in July in which SILC members were informed about the WIOA changes and regulations and how it will effects the Centers for Independent Living (CILs) and SILC.  Ms. Speed then informed attendees she continues to be participating in the teleconference phone calls to discuss the planning of the next SILC Congress.  She announced the SILC Congress is set to take place on January 16-18, 2016 in Phoenix, Arizona at the Sheraton Downtown.  She concluded her report by announcing the theme for the SILC Congress is, ‘The Path Forward to Independence’.  

SCVR Staff Liaison, Dave Matheis, said the SILC voted to move from OVR to the Department for Aging and Independent Living (DAIL).  Mr. Matheis further explained there will be a public hearing to gain input on this change to the State Plan for Independent Living (SPIL) that will be held on Friday, October 2, at 1:30pm.  The public hearing will take place at the Human Development Institute at Coldstream in Lexington and will be video streamed set to the independent living centers around the state.  Mr. Matheis said a special called meeting for SILC is also scheduled for October 13, 2015 at the Fairfield Inn, in Lexington, KY at 1:00pm to consider the public input and make the change to the SPIL and to discuss the fund shortages for the existing IL contracts.  Mr. Matheis informed the attendees the goal is to move SILC from OVR to DAIL by the end of 2015.

Committee Reports:
Executive Committee Report:
SCVR Chairperson, Joe Cowan, provided the Executive Committee report.  He informed the full council and staff that the committee discussed the budget and said that the council should be on target by the end of September.

Dave Matheis said the executive committee met to discuss the bylaws and their changes in August at General Butler State Park and Resort.  He directed all council members to the bylaw changes in the meeting booklet.  Mr. Matheis then reviewed the each change to the bylaws with the full council.  He explained the conflict of interest and the code of ethics will be given to the council members at the December meeting and that all committee chairs will be included on the executive committee in the future.

Action Items:
· Recommend approval of the bylaw changes with the exception of grammatical errors and clarifying conditions.

A motion was made by Roger Braden to approve the bylaw changes with the exception of grammatical errors and clarifying conditions.  Second by Elsie Speed.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made to approve the report and all it entails by Vanessa Jones.  Second by Elsie Speed.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

Consumer Services and Program Evaluation Committee Report:  Committee Chairperson, Meg Steinman, provided the Consumer Services and Program Evaluation Committee report.  Ms. Steinman said the committee discussed the Consumer Satisfaction questions and agreed these issues would be tabled until the December SCVR meeting until the committee could be able to review those questions.  Clarification was provided by Kellie Scott.

Action Items:  None at this time.

A motion was made to approve the report and all it entails by Elsie Speed.  Second by Lonnie Cowan.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

Public Awareness, Legislative and Advocacy (PAL) Committee Report:
Committee Chairperson, Roger Braden, provided the PAL report.  He informed the full council of the new members on the committee and thanked Lisa Carrico for her work on the committee.  He said the committee discussed adopting an Advocacy Award to present on an annual basis on behalf of the council.  Mr. Braden also said the committee wishes to present the first annual Advocacy Award to Mr. Arthur Campbell as well as named after him.  Mr. Braden further stated the nominations for the Advocacy Award would be open to individuals and to keep the award consistent with presenting of the Employer Recognition Awards.  The Annual Report was discussed and it was suggested that Joe Cowan and Jeff Merrill approved the Annual Report on behalf of the full council.

Action Items:
· Recommend the full council adopt the Advocacy Award and that it is presented on an annual basis. 
· Recommend the Advocacy Award be presented to Mr. Arthur Campbell and named on his behalf. 
· Recommend opening up the nominations for the Advocacy Award to individuals and keep the award consistent with the presenting of the Employer Recognition Awards. 
· Recommend Joe Cowan and Jeff Merrill to approve the Annual Report on behalf of the full council.

Elsie Speed made a motion that the full council vote on each action item individually.  Roger Braden second.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by David Rossi to adopt the Advocacy Award and that it is presented on an annual basis.  Lonnie Cowan second. No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Elsie Speed that the Advocacy Award is presented to Mr. Arthur Campbell and that it be named on his behalf.  Lonnie Cowan second.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by David Rossi that the full council open up nominations for the Advocacy Award and that it is consistent with presentation of the Employer Recognition Awards. Roberta Alston second.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Elsie Speed that Joe Cowan and Jeff Merrill approve the Annual Report on behalf of the full council.  Lonnie Cowan second.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

OVR staff person, Jason Jones, asked that the full council for their comments and/or suggestions in regards to the Annual Report and to submit those to Nanci Soard, Dave Matheis or himself.  Mr. Jones said the Annual Report will need to be finalized by the end of 2015.

A motion was made to approve the report and all it entails by Lonnie Cowan.  Second by David Rossi.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

Policy and Planning Committee Report:
Committee Chairperson, David Rossi, provided the Policy and Planning committee report.  He announced the committee reviewed two Service Fee Memorandums (SFM) and a form updates and instruction changes.

Action Items:
· Recommend approval of the Interpreting SFM. 
· Recommend approval of the Hearing Aid Dispensing Fee. 
· Recommend approval of the Cost Sharing Policy Form and Policy and Instructions with the addition of two changes.
· Recommend approval of the Homemaker Policy Change/Competitive Integrated Employment Definitions. 
· Recommend approval of the 19 and 19C Forms.  

A motion was made by Lonnie Cowan that the full council approve the Interpreting SFM.  Second by Meg Steinman.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.  

A motion was made by Lonnie Cowan that the full council approve the Hearing Aid Dispensing Fee SFM.  Second by Meg Steinman.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.  

A motion was made by Lonnie Cowan that the full council approve the Cost Sharing form, policy and instructions with the addition of two changes.  Second by Meg Steinman.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.  

A motion was made by Vanessa Jones that the full council approve the Homemaker Policy change and the Competitive Integrated Employment definitions.  Second by Lonnie Cowan.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Elsie Speed that the full council approve the updated 19 and 19C forms.  Second by Roger Braden.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made to approve the report and all it entails by Lonnie Cowan.  Second by Meg Steinman.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Election of Officers:
A slate of officers was presented to the full council by the nominating committee.

1. SCVR Chairperson
Roger Braden nominated Joe Cowan as SCVR Chairperson.  Tyler Levy second.
Elsie Speed made a motion for nominations to cease from the floor for the office of chairperson.  Second by Matt Davis.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.  

2. SCVR Vice-Chairperson
Roger Braden nominated Jeff Merrill as SCVR Vice-Chairperson.  Meg Steinman second.  Elsie Speed made a motion for nominations to cease from the floor for the office of vice-chairperson.  Second by Lonnie Cowan.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.  

3. SCVR Members-At-Large
Roger Braden nominated Roberta Alston and Lonnie Cowan as SCVR Members-at-Large.  Elsie Speed second.  Roger Braden made a motion for nominations to cease from the floor for the office of members-at-large.  Second by Elsie Speed.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Clarification was given about appointments and elections by Nanci Soard.

Old Business:
No old business was discussed.

New Business:
On behalf of the full council, Joe Cowan, presented certificates of appreciation to Lisa Carrico and Barbara Davis for their time served while on the council.

Dave Matheis said a survey link will be sent out to all council members to ask for committee assignments and then committee membership will be updated.

Next Meeting Date and Location:
Date:		Monday, December 7, 2015 
Location:	Embassy Suites - Lexington

Motion to Adjourn:
[bookmark: _GoBack]A motion was made by Meg Steinman to adjourn the meeting.  Second by Mark Jackson.  No oppositions, abstentions or discussion.  Motion carried unanimously.  Motion adjourned at 2:30pm.
