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[bookmark: _GoBack]Kentucky Statewide Council for Vocational Rehabilitation
Minutes
Monday, December 10, 2012
The Hilton Garden Inn
Georgetown, KY

Members Present:  Dr. David Beach, Roger Braden, Lonnie Cowan, Matt Davis, Vanessa Denham, Christine Edwards, Lee Gordon, Nancy Hunter, Mark Jackson, Tyler Levy, Tony LoBianco, John Mathias, Karen Rossi, Terry Shockley, Jane Smith, Thomas West, and Juanita Westerfield

Members Absent: David Allgood, Roberta Alston, Lisa Carrico, Irene Dervin, Connie Dotson, Mike Fogle, Gretta Hylton, and Lois Taurman, 

Staff Present:  Erin Hopper, Jason Jones, David Matheis, Kellie Scott, Barbara Pugh, Nanci Soard, Julie Wade, and Mindy Yates, 

Interpreters:  Paula Ginter and Judy Gooch 

Introductions:
Introductions were made and guests were recognized.

Executive Director’s Report:
Dr. David Beach welcomed everyone to the council meeting.  He announced Jane Smith was appointed by the Governor to be Director of Program Services on October 16th.  Jane will continue in her role as the vocational rehabilitation representative for this meeting.  Dave Matheis will submit a name for her replacement to the Governor’s Office in the spring.  Dr. Beach announced the agency exceeded all performance indicators for the fiscal year except positive employment outcomes. He said the outcome of the recent election should have minimal impact on individuals with disabilities and Kentucky. Vocational rehabilitation services will probably feel the hit of government budget reductions.  There will probably be a reduction in state grants and in training and research.  KYOVR is still not able to pull down the full draw down the full federal match. Dr. Beach reported that someone will probably be appointed fairly soon as Commissioner of the Rehabilitation Services Administration.  A discussion was held regarding the strategic plan. Dr. Beach said it is intended to be a fluid document and can be amended at any time. Job placement services are a prominent part of the plan. The plan also involves developing new partnerships and improving the quality of supported employment service providers. KYOVR may pilot working with younger students in transition in some areas. The agency will also be exploring ‘paperless’ cases and piloting the staff use of ipads. Dr. Beach encouraged the council members to read it the strategic plan.  Asset development is also going to be a point of emphasize. We will continue to train staff in the area, conduct regional asset development meetings and explore the development of an Individual Development Account program for individuals with disabilities.  Discussion was held regarding asset development.  Dr. Beach may do a presentation on the topic at a national conference in Oklahoma. Discussion was held regarding serving individuals with autism spectrum disorders. 

Mindy Yates provided an update on the budget.  KYOVR’s current cap on employees stands at 399 positions. Turnover has been high possibly because of the lack of raises.   The amount of funds available for case services will remain the same this federal fiscal year. We still are unable to match all federal dollars so the overall budget will be $57 million when it could potentially be $62 million. KATS grant was discussed.  The budget should remain stable for the next 4 years. There has been a good management of funds. Mindy expressed satisfaction with where we are on the budget this year as compared to the same time last year.

The council broke into their committees at 10:07am.
The council reconvened at 11:07am.

Teresa Barney provided a presentation on customized employment.  Discussion was held.  It was well received.

Vanessa Denham provided a report on USBLN Conference.  Discussion was held.  It was well received.

The council broke for lunch at 12:04pm.
The council reconvened at 1:14pm.

Jeff White provided a presentation on SCL Medicaid Waiver Changes.  Discussion was held.   It was well-received.

Jason Jones provided a presentation about the Employer Recognition Awards.  Discussion was held.  It was well received.

Business Meeting: Chairperson Lee Gordon, called the meeting to order at 2:39pm.

Approval of Minutes: Lonnie Cowan moved to approve the minutes. John Mathias second. Motion carried.

Chair Report:  Lee described his involvement with the Asset Development Summit and was very pleased with how it went.

Staff Report: Dave reported that Lee did not attend the Fall CSAVR Meeting. He also reported the Asset Development Summit went well and KYOVR was forming a steering committee tom push forward on ideas that arose from the Summit.  The Southeast Technical Assistance Center (TACE) is helping with a pilot project for transition students and asset development that will start after the first of the year also.  Campbell County and Jefferson County schools will be participating. A third district has yet to be identified somewhere outside of the ‘golden triangle.’  Dave announced the 874K Rally will be in the Capitol Rotunda at 1:00 on March 5th and encouraged the council members to attend.  Dave announced seven Council members have terms expiring in May with four  people ineligible for reappointment. Mark Jackson, Karen Rossi and Lisa Carrico can serve another term.  We will a total of 14 names to send to the Governor’s Office for appointment, 11 new names in addition to the three who can serve again. Council members should contact Dave or Nanci Soard if they have any possibilities. Only two individuals are currently on the nominating 2 people on the nominating committee,   David Allgood and Juanita Westerfield.  Since she was promoted, Jane will not be serving any longer and the agency will identify a replacement for her among the vocational rehabilitation counselors.

CAP Report:  Vanessa briefly described the Client Assistance Program and its responsibilities. A report was included in the meeting materials.

SILC Report:  Lonnie Cowan reported for the Statewide Independent Living Council (SILC). The State Plan for Independent Living (SPIL) retreat will take place on January 23rd and 24th.  The SILC quarterly meeting was held last week. The minutes from the previous meeting are in the meeting materials. The next meeting will be March 5th in Frankfort to accommodate participation in the 874k event.  

OFB SRC Report:  Allison Flanagan was named permanent director of the Office for the Blind  last week. The meeting minutes are in the meeting materials.

Committee Reports

Executive Committee: Lee delivered the report. The committee reviewed the budget.  It discussed March presentations topics,. But did not arrive at any specifics. Dave will research. The committee requested the Council approve the following meeting dates for next year:  March 18, June 24, and December 16, with the September to be determined with that meeting to be held at the Rehabilitation Center to celebrate its 40th anniversary.  A motion was made by Lonnie to accept the meetings dates as they are presented.  Karen second.  No discussion.  Motion carried unanimously.  The Committee discussed the Spring appointments and the terms of members expiring. The officer terms are expiring. Council members are asked to submit names for Chairperson, Vice chair, and Member-at-Large to Dave before the elections at the spring meeting. The committee recommended Nancy Hunter as co-chair to attend the spring CSAVR meeting if she can arrange her schedule. If she is unable to attend, someone else will be selected to go in her place.  Motion to approve recommendation made by Nancy. Tyler Levy second.  No discussion.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Motion to accept the Committee’s report made by Lonnie. Karen second. No discussion.  Motion carried unanimously.

PAL Committee Report:  Lee delivered the report. The Committee discussed the annual report, the asset development summit, the Employer Recognition Awards, prospective Employment First Legislation, and Project CARAT. The Committee recommended a letter of support for the Employment First legislation be drafted for the Council and signed by Lee.  Motion to approve recommendation made by Nancy. Second by Lonnie. Motion carried unanimously.

Motion was made to accept the Committee’s report by Lonnie. Mark second. Motion carried unanimously.   

Consumer Services and Program Evaluation Committee:  Tony LoBianco delivered the Committee’s report. The committee received an update on the order of selection and the consumer satisfaction survey.  The committee discussed methods for comparing KYOVR positive employment outcomes with demographic metrics of the general population. No Council action was recommended by the committee.

Motion was made to accept the Committee’s report by Lonnie. Nancy  second.  No discussion. Motion carried unanimously.  

Policy and Planning Committee:  TTerry Shockley delivered the Committee report. The Committee reviewed proposed changes in the Policies and Procedures Manual. It discussed the 2012 State Plan Public Forums. The on-line survey worked very well again, by the Committee asked staff to simplify and streamline it for next year. The Committee recommended the Council accept changes in the policies and procedures manual changes with the exception of the change in the ‘Comprehensive Needs Assessment. Staff will provide more information on this section at the next meeting. Motion made to approve the recommendation made by Lonnie. Second by Karen. Motion carried unanimously.

Motion to accept the Committee’s report and all it entails made by Lonnie. Karen second.  No discussion. Motion carried unanimously.  

Old Business: There was no old business.

New business: There was no new business.

Next Meeting Date and Location:
March 18th, 2013
Georgetown Hilton Garden Inn

Motion to Adjourn made by Lonnie. Mark second.  Motion carried uanimosuly.
