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Members Present: David Allgood, Marty Boman, Roger Braden, Lisa Carrico, Kelly Colvin, Joe Cowan, Barbara Davis, Connie Dotson, Kathy Eversole, Vanessa Jones, Tyler Levy, Karen Rossi, Terry Shockley,  Juanita Westerfield,

Members Absent:  Roberta Alston, Lonnie Cowan, Irene Dervin, Christine Edwards, Nancy Hunter, Mark Jackson, Tony Lobianco, John Mathias, Jeff Merrill, and Tom West

Guests Present: Valerie Cowan, Benita Lind and Kari Skaggs

Staff Present: Dr. David Beach, Patrice Flynn, Jason Jones, Erin Hopper, Dave Matheis, Kellie Scott, Nanci Soard, and Mindy Yates

Staff Absent:  Holly Hendricks, Barbara Pugh, Jane Smith, and Julie Wade

Executive Director’s Report:  Executive Director, Dr. David Beach thanked everyone for attending the meeting today.  He announced that Director of Program Services, Jane Smith, is out attending a National Rehabilitation Institute conference in San Diego, California and that Carl D. Perkins Vocational Training Center Director. Barbara Pugh, is attending the SOAR conference in Appalachia.  He also announced the Assistant Director of Program Services, Holly Hendricks, is out attending a conference as well.  He reported to the full council he feels that the agency has had a very successful year so far in that we have met all the required performance standards and indicators with flying colors.  Dr. Beach also report, the agency beat the Positive Employment Outcomes goal for the year by 100.  He said he is very proud of staff as a result.  Dr. Beach addressed the impact of having no state government raises in previous years in that there has been a few agency employee’s lost due to retirement and to other job opportunities due to more pay.  He said there is a higher turnover rate within the agency but that we are getting back to normal as far as staffing levels go.  He continued his report by stating the agency has always been nationally well known for asset development strategies and the full council will hear more about this as the meeting progresses today.  He briefly explained that with the help of TACE, a pilot project regarding an asset development initiative has been completed.  The idea of a vehicle Individualized Development Account (IDA) has begun and is proving to be successful so far.  Dr. Beach proudly announced that Kentucky OVR is the only agency to do this so far within rehabilitation.  He said he has been receiving phone calls and other inquiries about the program from all over the United States.  Aside from the vehicle IDA, the agency has been in collaboration with the University of Boston Massachusetts and the Institute for Community Inclusion in regards to measuring quality of vocational rehabilitation counselors.  He said, like the vehicle IDA, the agency is receiving attention and recognition for this initiative as well.  He said the agency is also working with the institute to improve employment outcomes to SSDI recipients.  Dr. Beach finalized his report by stating he will provide an update of these programs during the March 2014 SCVR meeting.  No discussion was held.

OVR Director of Communications, Jason Jones, announced to council members all the Employer Recognition Awards were given out by OVR staff and it was well received by employers, OVR staff and the public.

Dr. Beach also failed to mention the agency held the annual OVR year-end Awards Ceremony and honored many staff who has worked above and beyond throughout 2013.

OVR Program Administrator, Erin Hopper, provided a presentation on the OVR Quality Team.  Discussion was held.  It was well received.

OVR Program Administrator, Mindy Yates, provided the full council with a brief update on the agency and SCVR budget.  She briefly went over how the agency is funded.  She described grants and basic support and stated the agency just submitted and biennial budget and asked around 2.5 million more for 2014 and 2015.  This is so the agency can received the federal match.  She announced the agency could open up Order of Selection if the agency receives what is proposed.  She briefly discussed the effect that retirement has on the state budget and other challenges.  Discussion was held regarding the increase in indirect costs.

The full council broke into their committees at 10:00am.  The full council reconvened at 10:47am.

SCVR Vice-Chairperson, David Allgood called the meeting to order at 10:47am in SCVR Chairperson, Nancy Hunter’s, absence.

Approval of Minutes:
A motion was made by Lisa Carrico to approve the September 23, 2013 meeting minutes. Juanita Westerfield, second.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

Chairperson’s Report:  Dave Matheis provide the SCVR Chairperson’s report in – Nancy Hunter’s absence.  He stated she wanted to discuss the CSAVR trip she attended in Colorado.  She was able to attend the full meeting and was approved by the Education Cabinet.  He directed council members to page 30 of the SCVR meeting materials booklet to view the approval letter from the Cabinet.  He announced that Nancy Hunter stated she really enjoyed the trip and was impressed with how much information she received from attending.  David Beach will discuss further in the afternoon during the meeting.  Dr. David Beach then discussed the Talent Acquisition Portal (TAP).  No discussion was held.

Staff Report:  Dave Matheis provided the staff report.  He directed council members to the written staff report on page 52 of the SCVR meeting materials booklet for review.  Staff composed a letter on behalf of the full council acknowledging the agency’s staff of the hard work they have done.  A positive e-mail response from an agency staff member is also included in the booklet for review.  Mr. Matheis said, at the request of the SCVR, he invited Secretary Tom Zawacki to attend a future SCVR meeting.  Mr. Matheis is hopeful that the Secretary will attend March 2014.  He announced that at the March 2014 SCVR meeting, council members and staff will take a closer look at the committee descriptions.  He said he hopes to have a survey sent out to council members by the March 2014 meeting describing the committees so council members can choose which committee they prefer to serve on during their term on the council.  This will give the SCVR Chairperson to divide the committees up more evenly.  Mr. Matheis directed council members to page 50 of the meeting booklet to show them the terms of the current members.  He said there are five council members whose terms expire on May 2014.  He said the council will need to replace David Allgood, Nancy Hunter, Terry Shockley and Juanita Westerfield.  He encouraged current council members to help with searching for nominations but stressed he would like to maintain a geographical distribution.  He said he is interested in people serving on the council who have disabilities and are current or former consumers of OVR.  He also said the SCVR will be losing their Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson and informed them they would have new leadership during the June 2014 SCVR meeting.  Mr. Matheis said the Nominating Committee will make recommendations to the council as well.  It was said that two Nominating Committee members will be rotating off the council as well and will need to be replaced on the respective committee.  He then directed the full council to the new bylaws located in the meeting booklet for their review.  No discussion was held.

Client Assistance Program (CAP) Report:  CAP Representative, Vanessa Jones, provided the CAP report.  She reported that CAP would be sending their federal report out in December.  She said there were 49 cases for the year with 35 cases closed.  CAP staff participated in several trainings, conferences, meetings, and webinars.  She announced there is an Open House event being held at the Kentucky Commission on the Deaf and Hard of Hearing.  No discussion was held.

Statewide Independent Living Council (SILC) Report:  Dave Matheis provided the SILC report.  He directed council members to the draft minutes of the SILC meeting in September on page 17 of the SCVR meeting booklet.  He announced the State Plan for Independent Living (SPIL) was approved in September 2013 and explained it was a three-year process.  SILC members and staff developed the plan for nearly a whole year.  Mr. Matheis reported that one of the goals in the SPIL involved developing and Asset Development initiative and the vehicle IDA.  He also said there will be more discussion about the vehicle car IDA this afternoon during the joint meeting with SILC members.  He stated that Program Administrator, Sarah Richardson, is working on the vehicle IDA as well as the Kentucky Assistive Technology Loan Corporation (KATLC).  Mr. Matheis said there was a regional Asset Development training held in Owensboro, Kentucky.  It was well-received.  He concluded the SILC report by stating the SILC has been working on and interactive internet site known as the ‘cyberCIL’.  The site is:  resources4independence.org.  No discussion was held.

Committee Reports:
Executive Committee Report:
No report was given.

Public Awareness and Legislative (PAL) Committee Report:  Committee Chairperson, David Allgood, provided the PAL committee report.  He stated there were several lengthy discussions during the committee meeting.  One, the committee discussed the Employer Recognition Awards and if it would be possible to identify employers earlier in the upcoming year.  Dave Matheis agreed.  Discussion was held among the full council regarding the Employer Recognition Awards.  

· A motion was made by Tyler Perry to accept the recommendation of the PAL committee to investigate ways to identify employers earlier in the upcoming year 2014.  Juanita Westerfield, second.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.  

An Affordable Care Act presentation was recommended by the PAL committee.  No action was taken.

· A motion to accept the PAL committee report and all it entails was made by Terry Shockley.  Tyler Levy, second.  No discussion, no oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Policy and Planning Committee Report:  Committee Chairperson, Terry Shockley, provided the Policy and Planning committee report.  He referred all members to page 11 of their meeting booklet for the previous set of committee minutes for their review.  He said the committee approved those previous minutes and tabled the Service Fee Memorandum (SFM) regarding Accessible Textbooks until the March 2014 committee meeting.  He proceeded to inform the full council that the committee then discussed ‘new business’ which involved a SFM regarding Supported Employment payments on services.  He briefly described proposed SFM and said this was only an information item to be shared.  He also said the policy on hearing aids was also an information item to be shared.  Mr. Shockley described the hearing aid policy to the full council.  Dr. David Beach provided some clarification to the council in regards to the new policy.  He stated the policy change was not due to an agency change but that of a federal change by RSA.  Hearing aids are now considered Rehabilitation Technology.  

· A motion was made by Juanita Westerfield to accept the hearing aid policy that OVR has developed.  Karen Rossi, second. No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.
· A Non-Professional Relationship policy was discussed among the committee.  Juantia Westerfield made a motion to accept the Non-Professional Relationship policy.  Karen Rossi, second.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.
· Karen Rossi made a motion to accept the Policy and Planning committee report and all it entails.  Juanita Westerfield, second.  No discussions, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

Consumer Services and Program Evaluation Committee Report:  Committee Chairperson, Lisa Carrico, provided the committee report.  She said the committee discussed the CRP and Supported Employment Scorecard and informed the council the agency did not receive a Supported Employment grant.  She said the committee was provided with a Consumer Satisfaction Survey updated.  The committee had asked that a few questions be added to the survey in the past as well as surveying more consumers.  Due to funding they will not be surveying more consumers.  Lisa Carrico informed the council that the new performance evaluation form was discussed.  Connie Dotson discussed about the form with Rehabilitation Counselors for the Deaf.  Discussion was held among staff and the council about the 150 day waiting period.  The committee made no recommendations for the full council on any action items.

· Tyler Levy made a motion to accept the Consumer Services and Program Evaluation committee report.  Vanessa Jones, second.  No discussions, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

Old Business:
No discussion was held.

New Business:    Dave Matheis said he would like to schedule the next meeting.  A motion was made by Tyler Levy to conduct the next SCVR meeting on Monday, March 3rd, 2014.  Karen Rossi, second.  No discussion, opposition or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

Next Meeting Date and Location:  
Monday, March 3rd, 2014
The Hilton Garden Inn, Georgetown, KY

Motion to Adjourn:
A motion was made by Karen Rossi to adjourn the meeting.  Joe Cowan, second.  No discussion, oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.


