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SCVR Minutes
June 20, 2011

Marriott Griffin Gate Resort

Lexington, KY

Members Present:  David Allgood, Roberta Alston, Lonnie Cowan, Matt Davis, Vanessa Denham, Christina Edwards, Lee Gordon, Chairperson, Gretta Hylton, Mark Jackson, John Mathias, John Riesenberg, Karen Rossi, Terry Shockley, Beth Smith, Jane Smith, Tom West, and Juanita Westerfield
Members Absent:  Lisa Carrico, Connie Dotson, Mike Fogle, Nancy Hunter, Chastity Ross, and Lois Taurman 
Staff Present:  David Beach, Holly Hendricks, Dave Matheis, Nanci Soard, Julie Wade, and Mindy Yates
Staff Absent:  Pam Jarboe, Jason Jones and Barbara Pugh
Guests Present:  Carrie Davis, Tina Jackson, and Kathy Shepherd-Jones
Interpreters:  Tara Eversole and Judy Gooch 
The meeting was called to order at 9:15am by chairperson, Lee Gordon.
Introductions were made and guests were recognized.

Dave pointed out the color-coded name tents to help distinguish members, staff and others. He briefly explained the agency was waiting for the appointments/reappointments from the Governor’s Office.  He also described several hand outs that were not included in the meeting booklet that had been passed out. 
Lee Gordon announced an agenda change.  Sharon Fields cancelled her presentation and the Rehabilitation Technology and Hispanic Outreach presentations will occur.
Executive Director’s Report:

Beth Smith provided the Executive Director’s report.  She briefly discussed Camp Can-Do and the mission of the camp.  She continued on to say that staff are finishing up statewide staff training on transferable skills and cost sharing.  Beth stated the Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA) Monitoring Report was sent out to be reviewed by legal and a response will be prepared.  She stated that Kentucky has a new RSA liaison.  Beth attended the Carl D. Perkins Vocational Training Center graduation.  She congratulated guest and SCVR member spouse Tina Jackson on her address to the graduates.  She said it was a great graduation.  Beth welcomed Julie Wade, the new job placement coordinator in Central Office and is pleased to have her on board.  Also, Job Placement month was in May and several events were held in recognition of Job Placement throughout the state. David Beach briefly discussed the draft of the Rehabilitation Act.  He stated there were six titles and five have been released so far and there were several, good changes that were identified.  Some emphasis on providing transition services were discussed in the draft of the Act.  Some changes are proposed to Independent Living services.  Lee Gordon discussed what he learned at the CSAVR earlier in the spring.  Karen Rossi and David Beach both discussed issues regarding developmental disabilities and autism.  Dave Matheis asked Tom West if the draft WIA legislation will be posted on the Workforce Investment Board’s website.  He said he will post them as well as the summaries.  He said he would get the link to Dave Matheis and he can send it out to the full Council.  Lee Gordon suggested that the Council pay especially attention to Parts 602, 603 and 604.
More guests were recognized.
Kathy Sheppherd-Jones provided a presentation on 2010 Consumer Satisfaction Survey Highlights and History.  Discussion was held.  It was well-received. 

The full Council broke into their committees at 10:11am.

The full Council reconvened at 11:10am.

Carol Weber, the agency Rehabilitation Technology Branch Manager, provided a presentation on Rehabilitation Technology.  Discussion was held.  It was well-received.

The Council broke for lunch at 12:20pm.

The Council reconvened at 1:12pm.

Karen Cinnamond provided a presentation on the Kentucky Migrant Grant.  Discussion was held.  It was well-received.
The official Council meeting was called to order by Chairperson, Lee Gordon at 1:50pm.

Approval of Minutes:

A motion was made to approve the March 14, 2011 meeting minutes by David Allgood and Vanessa Denham second.  No discussion was held.  Motion carried unanimously.
Chair Report:
Lee Gordon provided the Chair Report.  He began by announcing to the full Council that he attended the CSAVR Spring Conference in Bethesda, Maryland in April 2011.  Lee described some big issues that were discussed during the conference.  One particular issue involved the draft of the Rehabilitation Act which includes changes in regards to transition and the funds to support it.  He briefly discussed the TEAM Act and announced there was a new Executive Director of the State Rehabilitation Councils named Steve Wooderson.  Lee said that Lynnae Ruttledge, Director of RSA, also attended the conference.  Lee stated she is a former consumer, very personable and values the input of all the State Rehabilitation Councils.
Staff Report:
Dave Matheis provided the Staff Report.  He stated that a summary of the report is on page 72 of the meeting booklet.  He pointed out that staff composed a letter from SCVR supporting changes to the Medicaid Waivers emphasizing community services and supported employment.  He informed the full Council that Lee Gordon signed the letter of support and mailed it out.  Dave also reiterated that the appointments were sent over to the Governor’s Office in early May and he hopes to see the appointments come through soon.
CAP Report:

Vanessa Denham provided the Client Assistance Program Report.  She began by reporting on the number of information and referrals the program has taken on as well as active and new cases for the Office of Vocational Rehabilitation (OVR) and the Office of the Blind (OFB).  She stated that staff has attended several conferences, trainings and webinars related to employment.  She also told the full council that she purchased assistive technology for the program to better serve consumers.  CAP staff is currently in the process of upgrading the website and they continue to work on marketing board.  She then introduced Carrie Davis as the intern from the University of Kentucky for the Client Assistance Program.  She informed the Council that Carrie would be working until August 2011.
SILC Report:

Lonnie Cowan, Chairperson of the Statewide Independent Living Council (SILC) provided the SILC report.  He began by thanking the OVR staff and the Council for inviting him to the meeting and he expressed his interest in the joint SILC/SCVR meeting in September.  He asked Dave Matheis to read aloud the qualifications of the SILC members and the description about the SILC.  Dave explained there are 16 members on the SILC and some are ex-officio members, one being Beth Smith.  He also explained there are four Independent Living Centers (IL) and talked about what they do.  Lonnie said there are SILC minutes on page 17-22 of the meeting booklet.  Karen Rossi inquired about what services the IL centers provide.  Dave explained that they provide a number of services including the four core services: information and referral, IL skills training, peer counseling and individual and systems advocacy.
OFB State Council Report:

Dave Matheis informed the full Council that staff did not receive updated minutes from the OFB State Council as they were just approved last week.  He assured the Council there would be an update in the next meeting booklet.
Committee Reports:

Executive Committee Report:

Lee Gordon provided the Executive Committee report.  He began by saying that Dave Matheis and himself met briefly to discuss a few things.  He explained they reviewed the budget and talked about the combined meeting in September.  Lee announced the SCVR meeting will be only in the morning, a shorter meeting than usual.  He also discussed appointments once again and the Employer Recognition Awards Luncheon.  The election of officers was discussed.  Then he stated that he discussed the TEAM Act with Dave.  A motion was made by David Allgood to accept the report.  Karen Rossi, second.  Motion carried unanimously.
Consumer Services and Program Evaluation Committee Report:

John Riesenberg provided the Consumer Services and Program Evaluation Committee report.  He stated the committee discussed issues concerning the 2010 Consumer Satisfaction Survey, the 6-Month/12-Month survey, the Order of Selection process, the joint SILC/SCVR meeting, and the Comprehensive Needs Assessment.  There was one change to the committee report.  The page number 48 should have been page 28.  
The committee recommended to the full Council:

· The agency should conduct the six month/ 12 month survey via e-mail with those that have and conduct a telephone survey of a sample of the rest.
· The full Council should accept the agency’s plan for conducting the Comprehensive Needs Assessment.
Motion to accept the report, with changes, with all recommendations made by Vanessa Denham and second by Karen Rossi.  Motion carried unanimously.
Policy and Planning Committee:

Terry Shockley provided Policy and Planning Committee report.  The committee discussed the Policies and Procedures manual overhaul.  He said David Beach provided the committee with an update on the progress of the digital policies and procedure manual.  The Strategic Plan was discussed.  Discussion was also held regarding the Dual Employment team.  The team hopes to develop more specific guidelines.  Terry said that the committee discussed the updated Service Fee Memorandum related to the purchase of faxed Communication Assessments.  Karen Rossi asked a question about dual employment.  David Beach explained the law in regards to the issue. 
The committee recommended to the full Council:

· Approval of the Service Fee Memorandum related to the purchase of faxed Communication Assessments from Beyond Hearing Aids, Inc.
Motion to accept the report, with changes, was made by Karen Rossi and second by Tom West.  Motion carried unanimously.
Public Awareness, Advocacy and Legislation Committee Report:
David Allgood provided the Public Awareness, Advocacy and Legislation Committee report.  He announced that the Office of Vocational Rehabilitation is now on Facebook and he encouraged Council members to join.  The agency will look into joining Twitter.  David reported there was some discussion regarding the SILC/SCVR joint meeting. David stated the SILC members were invited to the Employee Recognition Awards Luncheon and the SILC/SCVR joint meeting will begin in the afternoon from 1:00 to 4:00.  A brief description of the Community First Choice Option was given by David Allgood.  It was suggested by the committee to wait and see what happens with the legislation in regards to this.  David Allgood then briefly discussed the organization of the Employer Recognition Awards.  It was suggested to have five regional awards and staff will send out the letter and the memorandum to obtain nominations.  David also encouraged the full Council to make nominations as well.  
The committee recommended to the full Council:

· There should be five regional Employer Recognition Awards this year: Western Kentucky, Louisville/Elizabethtown area, Northern Kentucky, Lexington area, Eastern Kentucky.

· Nominations should be voted on by the entire Council via surveymonkey.

Motion to accept the report made by Vanessa Denham and second by Christine Edwards.  Motion carried unanimously.
Interagency Coordinating Committee:
Lee Gordon provided the Interagency Coordinating Committee.  He reported that the committee had a presentation from Willie Byrd of Options Unlimited, Inc. in Shepherdsville, KY regarding the Best Buy Initiative to hire individuals with disabilities.  Willie Byrd showed a video and talked about how they train their staff to work with individuals with disabilities.  Best Buy is starting a training program with area community-based work transition programs.  
Unfinished Business:

No unfinished business was discussed.
New Business:

The election of new officers was discussed.  It was suggested to keep the current slate of officers.  Christine Edwards made the motion to keep the current slate of officers.  Vanessa Denham, second.  No discussion. Motion passed unanimously.
Next Meeting Date:

September 20, 2011
Marriott Griffin Gate

Lexington, KY
Motion to Adjourn:

A motion was made by Vanessa Denham to adjourn the meeting.  Christine Edwards, second.  Motion carried unanimously.  Meeting adjourned at 2:50pm.
