Approved June 11, 2012

Statewide Council for Vocational Rehabilitation (SCVR)
Minutes
March 19, 2012
Lexington, KY

Members Present:  David Allgood, Roberta Alston, Roger Braden, Lisa Carrico, Lonnie Cowan, Vanessa Denham, Irene Dervin, Christine Edwards, Mike Fogle, Nancy Hunter (Co-Chairperson), Mark Jackson, John Mathias, Karen Rossi, Terry Shockley, Jane Smith, and Juanita Westerfield 

Members Absent:  Matt Davis, Connie Dotson, Lee Gordon (Chairperson), Gretta Hylton, John Reisenberg, Chastity Ross, Beth Smith, Lois Taurman, and Tom West
Staff Present:  Jason Jones, Holly Hendricks, Dave Matheis, Kellie Scott, Nanci Soard, Julie Wade

Staff Absent:  Dr. David Beach, Barbara Pugh and Mindy Yates

Guests Present:  Jimmy Brown (Kentucky Assistive Technology Services Network) and Tina Jackson 

Nancy Hunter called the meeting to order at 9:07am in lieu of Chairperson, Lee Gordon’s absence.  She welcomed everyone to the meeting.

Introductions were made and guests were recognized.
Jason Jones informed council members there would be a film crew at the hotel where members could speak about their experiences with Office of Vocational Rehabilitation (OVR) either as a consumer or on a business level.  He explained it was on a voluntary basis and the film will be shown during the opening session of the OVR statewide conference in lat April.  Mr. Jones said Nanci Soard would have release forms for those who wish to participate in the film.
Nancy Hunter announced the agency will be having their statewide conference on April 24th to 26th, 2012.  She encouraged council members to attend at least part of the conference.  She informed council members the conference will be held in Lexington, KY at the Marriott Griffin Gate.

Executive Director’s Report:
Holly Hendricks provided the Executive Director’s report in lieu of Dr. David Beach’s absence.  She informed the council that Dr. Beach is currently in Washington, D.C. and said he apologized he was not able to be in attendance.  Holly reported the West Liberty OVR office building sustained damage from the recent tornado.  She said staff is currently in a temporary office space and very few cases were compromised.  She was happy to announce that all OVR staff and their immediate family members are safe.  Holly also reported the Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA) Commissioner, Renee Rutledge, has resigned and RSA expects the position to be filled some time this year.  Holly informed the council RSA will return to monitor OVR in 2014.  Holly then discussed the budget.  She reported that 4.2% was restored in the agency budget.  Holly announced that elevators were replaced at the Carl D. Perkins Vocational Training Center (CDPVTC) early and under budget.  Holly then provided an update on the compromised cases from last fall.  She announced that every case has been reviewed and the agency considers the issue closed.  She stated there was no financial impact on the agency and it is now moving forward.  She said there is no word on the when the Director of Program Services would be appointed.  Holly concluded her report by informing council members the agency will begin the OVR strategic plan in April 2012.
Dave Matheis announced that Mindy Yates was supposed to deliver the budget update.  However, due to a family illness, she is not in attendance.  
Kentucky Business Leadership Network (KYBLN) Update:
Dave Matheis provided an update on efforts to revive the Kentucky Business Leadership Network (KYBLN).  Dave explained the SCVR wanted to revive the KYBLN and had formed a small ad hoc committee to investigate the idea.  He said that coincidentally a couple of other groups had the same idea.  He informed the council that the Best Buy Distribution Center, which has been heavily involved with hiring individuals with disabilities, also wanted to revive the KYBLN.  The Best Buy effort is led by Tammy Holler.  He reported there was a steering committee formed.  Council member, Roger Braden, attended the steering committee meeting that was held in Louisville.  Dave said Jason Jones, Julie Wade and Cheryl Martinez were also involved and they are in the beginning stages of planning but making progress.  Dave continued to say the steering committee will continue to work on reviving the KYBLN and at this point Best Buy is leading the effort.  Nancy Hunter said she thought it is a great effort and thanked Roger Braden and Jason Jones for undertaking the responsibility.
The full council broke out into their committee meetings at 9:24am.

The full council reconvened at 10:49am.

Dave Matheis and Kellie Scott provided a presentation on the Comprehensive Needs Assessment and discussed Strategic Planning.  Discussion was held.  It was well received.

The full council broke for lunch at 11:50am.

The full council reconvened at 12:50pm.

Jimmy Brown provided a presentation about the Kentucky Assistive Technology Services Network.  Discussion was held.  It was well received.

Julie Wade provided a Job Placement update to the full council.  Discussion was held.  It was well received.

Nancy Hunter called the official SCVR meeting to order at 1:38pm.

Approval of Minutes:  
A motion to approve the December 12, 2011 SCVR minutes was made by David Allgood.  Christine Edwards, second.  No oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

Chair Report:  
Chairperson, Lee Gordon, was not in attendance and no report was given.  

Staff Report:  
Dave Matheis provided the staff report.  He directed council members to page 131 of the meeting booklet.  He explained there would be no Nominating Committee report.  He announced the ‘Partners for Success’ presentation scheduled for this meeting fell through.  Dave informed the council staff composed a letter to the Medical Review Board to express their concerns.  No response has been received from the Board as of yet.  Rehabilitation Technology Branch Manager, Carol Weber, suggested waiting for a response and until then, seeing if anything else happens.  Dave then discussed nominations.  He stated he has contacted those council members who are eligible for reappointment.  He has received all applications and resumes from those individuals except two.  Dave stated he will speak with those council members to receive their applications and resumes.  Dave then informed the council there is an opening for John Reisenberg who cannot serve another term.  He stated he currently does not have any names of individuals to replace John.  The Governor’s Office has asked for three names for each person rotating off the council.  Dave asked the council for at least four names of people willing to serve on the council.  He stated there is an urgency on submitting names to the Governor’s Office.  Dave informed the council the names will need to be people who are advocates or individuals with disabilities.  A few council members suggested names.  No further discussion was held.
Client Assistance Program (CAP) Report:  
Vanessa Denham provided the CAP report.  She directed council members to pages 34 to 37 to view the CAP report.  She read aloud a summary of the report to the council.  Juanita Westerfield made a motion to accept the report and all it entails.  Christine Edwards, second.  No oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

SILC Report:  
Lonnie Cowan provided the SILC report.  He reported the SILC met on Tuesday, March 6, 2012.  He said most of the discussion amongst council members concerned the distribution of additional funds ($60,000) to the Independent Living Centers.  He also reported there was an election of the committee members and the chairs of the committees were named.  Lonnie stated the SILC discussed transportation issues at length as well as the ‘meal and beverage policy’ set forth by the Cabinet.  He announced he attended the SILC Congress in Texas and feels the KYSILC has developed great rapport among other state Independent Living councils.  Dave Matheis discussed the CyberCIL shell.  The CyberCIL is in development.  Dave explained the purpose of the CyberCIL is to provide some Independent Living services over the web.  He stated that as the CyberCIL develops, staff will provide SCVR with an update.  Lonnie said other state councils were interested in the CyberCIL.  A motion to accept the SILC report and all it entails was made by Roger Braden.  Vanessa Denham, second.  No oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

Office for the Blind (OFB) Statewide Rehabilitation Council (SRC) Report:  
Dave Matheis stated he had nothing to report for the OFB SRC.  He announced the OFB SRC minutes are included in the SCVR booklets on pages 38 to 49.

Committee Reports:
Executive Committee Report:
Nancy Hunter provided the Executive Committee report.  She informed council members the SCVR budget was reviewed.  Nancy said the Executive Committee discussed possible topics for June 2012 meeting and approved Lee Gordon’s attendance at the CSAVR meeting, if funding is available.  Karen Rossi suggested adding a topic about federal policy on hiring individuals with disabilities.  
The committee made the following recommendations:

· Customized employment, the Asset Development Summit and a budget review be scheduled as presentations for the June meeting;

· The Council should approve Lee Gordon attending the CSAVR Spring Conference on its behalf.

The new Cabinet ‘Meal and Beverage Policy’ was discussed among the council members.  

· Option 1:  Continually meet at Marriott Griffin Gate and have a longer lunch time.

· Option 2:  Move to different hotel that allows food to be delivered.  The Marriott does not allow caterers.

· Option 3:  Have the meeting in the morning and dismiss at a suitable lunch time.

· Option 4:  Work with event coordinator at the Marriott to find a cheaper lunch and council members chip in on the hotel lunch.

· Discussion was held.  
· Lonnie Cowan informed the council that the SILC will be writing a letter to Cabinet officials to reconsider the policy.
· Option 5:  Write a letter to suggest the policy be reconsidered.  Dave Matheis said staff could draft a letter with Chairperson, Lee Gordon, asking for reconsideration of the policy.  A conference call of the executive Committee regarding the construction of the letter was suggested and it was also suggested that Nanci Soard be included.

Karen Rossi expressed her concern with the annual Employer Recognition Awards Luncheon in September 2012.  Dave Matheis stated that Dr. David Beach is going to check on this with Cabinet officials. Nancy Hunter assured the Council the Executive Committee would do their best to encourage the Cabinet to reconsider the policy.

Lonnie Cowan made a motion to accept the Executive Committee report and all it entails.  Lisa Carrico, second.  No oppositions or abstentions.  
A motion was made by Jane Smith that the Executive Committee select a location for the June Council meeting and instruct staff to make arrangements accordingly. Terry second.  No oppositions.  Motion carried unanimously.
Policy and Planning Committee Report:  
Terry Shockley provided the Policy and Planning Committee report.  He informed council members the committee discussed the recent public forums that were conducted.  He announced there was limited participation at the forums.  He stated the committee discussed the public forums at length.  Terry said that last year council member, Karen Rossi, suggested the agency send e-mails to consumers with the link to the online public forum in an effort to increase consumer input.  He announced it was a success this year with nearly 4,000 emails sent out by staff member, Kellie Scott, producing many more responses to the survey.  He directed council members to the SCVR meeting booklet where the responses were located.  The committee suggested using the Comprehensive Needs Assessment and the Consumer Satisfaction Survey report to ‘mirror’ each other.  
The committee made the following recommendations:

· SCL/Michelle P. Waivers and Social Security Benefits should be training topics at future meetings.  
· Six recommendations were made to improve input for future state plan public forums.  The recommendations were:

· Categorize comments from survey (including positive comments);
· Make sure community rehabilitation programs (CRPs) are educated regarding exceptions and guidelines of providing services to OVR consumers;
· Continually educate staff on broadening referral services and educating them on OVR services;
· Share with OVR staff positive input from the State Plan input;
· Continue to e-mail consumers when needing feedback;
· When sending out a notification of public forums, include information on how to access the survey online.

A motion to accept the report and all it entails including the six recommendations and suggested training topics made by Lonnie Cowan.  Juanita Westerfield, second.  No oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

Consumer Services and Program Evaluation Committee Report:
Lisa Carrico provided the Consumer Services and Program Evaluation Committee report.  She informed the council the committee discussed the Consumer Satisfaction Survey (CSS) report at length.  She said the committee wondered why the Rehabilitation Counselors for the Deaf (RCD) district were not included in the survey.  Lisa reported the committee discussed the job placement analysis and that staff member, Kellie Scott provided an Order of Selection update. 
The Committee made the following recommendation:

· The Council accepts the CSS report with the inclusion of clarification regarding the RCD district.  

 A motion was made by Irene Dervin to accept the Consumer Services and Program Evaluation Committee report and all it entails.  Karen Rossi, second.  No oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.
Public Awareness, Legislation and Advocacy Committee Report:
David Allgood provided the Public Awareness, Legislation and Advocacy Committee report.  He said the committee discussed several different legislative issues including accessible parking and transportation.  David also said he provided an updated on the 874K Event and said the committee briefly discussed the Asset Development Summit.  Dave Matheis provided a more detailed explanation of the Asset Development Summit.  Mr. Matheis said he would be providing more information about the summit at a later time.  It was suggested by the committee to include the video comments on the agenda for the June 2012 meeting.  David said staff member, Jason Jones, commented that the council did very well with the interviews.  No discussion was held regarding the report.  A motion was made by Mark Jackson to accept the Public Awareness, Legislation and Advocacy report and all it entails. Juanita Westerfield, second.  No oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.
Old Business:  
Nancy Hunter said she discussed with Dave Matheis about changing the June 2012 meeting date.  She asked the full council if it were possible to change the June 2012 meeting date from the 18th to either the 11th or 25th of June.  Jason Jones suggested June 25th.  No discussion from the full council.  A motion was made by Vanessa Denham to accept the change of the June 18th meeting date to June 25th.  Christine Edwards, second.  No oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

New Business:  
Nancy Hunter suggested viewing the edited interviews from council members during the June 2012 meeting.  She asked staff to put this on the agenda. 

Dave Matheis announced that the Assistive Technology Workshops will be held at the Kentucky State University in Frankfort, KY on June 13th to 14th, 2012.  He said that since 2004, the Human Development Institute, OVR and Kentucky Agribility have been hosting the event.  He told council members to let staff know if they would be interested in attending the workshop.

Roger Braden announced the Traumatic Brain Injury Conference will be held in Erlanger, KY and asked council members to see him for brochures.  He said the conference will be held on March 23, 2012.
Dave Matheis announced that OVR will be conducting a statewide conference on April 24th to 26th, 2012 at the Marriott Griffin Gate Resort and Spa in Lexington, KY.  He told council members to let staff know if they would like to attend the conference.
Dave Matheis notified council members of a mistake on the agenda regarding elections.
Next Meeting Date and Location:
Location to be determined.
June 25, 2012
Motion to Adjourn:  
Motion to adjourn the meeting made by Juanita Westerfield.  Terry Shockley, second.  No oppositions or abstentions.  Motion carried unanimously.

