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Minutes
September 23, 2013
Georgetown, KY

Members Present:  David Allgood, Roberta Alston, Dr. David Beach, Roger Braden, Marty Boman, Lisa Carrico, Joe Cowan, Lonnie Cowan, Barbara Davis, Irene Dervin, Christine Edwards, Kathy Eversole, Vanessa Jones, Tyler Levy, Tony Lobianco, John Mathias, Jeff Merrill, Karen Rossi, Terry Shockley, and Juanita Westerfield  

Members Absent:  Mark Jackson and Tom West

Staff Present:  Jason Jones, Patrice Flynn, Erin Hopper, Dave Matheis, Kellie Scott, Jane Smith, Nanci Soard, and Julie Wade 

Staff Absent:  Holly Hendricks and Mindy Yates

Guests Present: Valerie Cowan and Sara Johnson

Introductions:
Introductions were made and guests were recognized.  Nancy Hunter welcomed new members.  She thanked staff for all their help doing the meeting as well as the Bylaws committee.

Sara Johnson provided a presentation on Protection and Advocacy.  Discussion was held.  It was well received.

Executive Director’s Report:  
Dr. David Beach Provided the Executive Director’s report.  He began thanking the members for participating to today’s meeting.  He addressed and welcomed the first time council members.  He assured council members that staff will help them if asked or if they had any questions.  He then said that the Office of Vocational Rehabilitation’s (OVR) goal is help people with disabilities go to work, training and independence and getting people jobs that they choose. He provided some background about OVR and what the agency does.  He then discussed the budget on the state level and the Employment First Initiatives.  He said it is the concept that persons with disabilities should have the opportunity to work in an integrated setting should they choose.  He provided to the full council, information regarding the new Asset Development Pilot Program.  He reported on the Supports for Community Living Waiver.  He said those regulations were recently passed and the agency is keeping an eye on this.  Dr. Beach then explained the WIPA program to the full council.  He said the program is designed to provide benefits planning to social security participants a free service to any person with disabilities.  He said the providers were Protection and Advocacy and the Center for Accessible Living and Independence Place of Lexington.  He was pleased to announce that the WIPA program has be reinstated and the agency is trying to support them in that.  He was proud to announce the Celebrations for the Carl D. Perkins Vocational Training Center’s 40th anniversary was last week.  He said it was a wonderful ceremony.  Dr. Beach said that Tyler Levy was in attendance and represented the council.  He announced that Patrice Flynn would be the new Assistant Director for Program Services.  He provided a summary of her duties to the full council.  

Nancy Hunter thanked David Beach and OVR.

The full council broke out into their committees at 10:00am.

The full council reconvened at 11:10am.

Karen Rossi provided a presentation on her research.  Discussion was held.  It was well received.
 
The full council broke out for lunch at 12:02pm.

The full council reconvened at 1:02pm.

A presentation was provided by Katie Wolf-Smith on the Consumer Satisfaction Report.  Discussion was held.  It was well received.  Nancy Hunter suggested commending the OVR districts from SCVR by composing a letter of appreciation.  A motion to write the letter to the districts was made by Lonnie Cowan.  Tyler Levy, second.  Motion carried unanimously.

Meeting Called to Order:
Chairperson, Nancy Hunter called the meeting to order at 1:19pm.

Approval of Minutes:
A motion was made to approve the June 2013 SCVR minutes made by David Allgood as written.  Second, Vanessa Jones.  No discussion.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Chairperson’s Report:
Nancy Hunter provided the Chairperson’s report.  She announced to the full council that she was given a wonderful opportunity to attend the State Rehabilitation Council conference in June at Washington, D.C.  She reported that the Conference’s objectives were to empower the State Advisory Councils and encourage partnerships.  She said the conference was two days and she attended all sessions and that is was very enlightening.  She publicly thanked staff for allowing her to attend the conference.  She concluded her report by sharing with the full council a thank you note from the CAP intern.

Staff Report:
OVR staff member, Dave Matheis, provided the OVR Staff report.  He announced that RSA funded Chairperson, Nancy Hunter’s trip to Washington, D.C.  He also said that Nanci Soard and Erin Hopper attended the By-Laws Committee at Blue Licks State Park in August 2013.  He said the committee will be discussing changes to the by-laws shortly. He said that Julie Wade researched the possibility of re-starting the KYBLN.  He said she would be going to the USBLN soon and will report back to the full council at the December 2013 meeting.  He reported to the full council that fellow council member, Karen Rossi, assisted the Office of Vocational Rehabilitation staff with writing a grant and thanked her for her hard work but unfortunately, he said it does not look like it would be funded.  He then said there is a new Commissioner of the Rehabilitation Services Administration.

SILC Report:
SILC/SCVR member, Lonnie Cowan provided the SILC report.  He said the CyberCIL is up and running due to several funding issues in the past.  The overall response has been a positive one.  He reported the SILC discussed an overview of the State Plan for Independent Living (SPIL) at their meeting in June.  He was pleased to announce the SILC has met or exceeded their goals that they have set forth in the SPIL.  He reported the SILC members did vote on having a joint meeting with SCVR in December 2013.  He said the CyberCIL can be viewed on the web at resources4independence.org and it is still in the developing stages.

CAP Report:
Vanessa Jones provided the Client Assistance Program (CAP) report.  She first provided the case information to the full council.  She said there were 17 active cases, two new cases, and two closed cases.  She reported there were five face-to-face meetings and one in negotiations.  Vanessa Jones reported on the problem areas that CAP has been dealing with.  She reported there have been some calls about the Office for the Blind and the Order of Selection process.  She then discussed the activities and conferences that CAP staff has attended.  The intern completed his internship with the agency in August 2013 and is hoping to become employed soon.

Committee Reports:
Executive Committee:
Nancy Hunter provided the Executive Committee report.  She announced the budget was reviewed by the committee and can be viewed in the SCVR booklet.  She announced the fiscal year ends on September 30th, 2013.  She reported to the full council that the Executive Committee reviewed and discussed the by-laws and asked the full council to review the proposed changes on page 76 of the SCVR meeting booklet.  She informed the full council the By-Laws Committee met in August at the Blue Licks State Park and made quite a few changes to the by-laws.  She said Nanci Soard provided the committee with several examples of other state’s by-laws as well as the SILC’s by-laws.  She commended the SILC’s by-laws.  She then reported on some of the changes that the By-Laws Committee proposed.  After a lengthy discussion, Lonnie Cowan made a motion to accept the by-laws change as amended.  Joe Cowan, second.  No more discussion was held.  Motion carried unanimously.

Nancy Hunter then told the full council that the Executive Committee discussed conducting a joint meeting with SILC/SCVR.  Nancy Hunter gave a description of how the joint meeting would take place.  A motion was made to have a joint meeting with SILC by Lonnie Cowan.  John Mathias, second.  Discussion was held regarding the date of the joint meeting.  No discussion was held.  Motion carried unanimously.  Christine. Discussion was held regarding the date the joint meeting.

Nancy Hunter concluded her report by recommending to the full council to send her to the fall CSAVR meeting.  No discussion was held.  Dr. David Beach explained what the CSAVR is and to the full council and the new council members.  A motion was made to send Nancy Hunter to the fall CSAVR made by David Allgood.  Second, by Karen Rossi.  Motion carried unanimously.

A motion to accept the Executive Committee report was made by Lisa Carrico.  Marty Boman, second.  Motion carried unanimously.

PAL Committee:
David Allgood provided the PAL Committee report.  He began by discussing some things that were taking place in legislation.  He reported that the committee discussed the possibility of reorganizing the Department of Labor and other departments.  OVR would be under the Department of Labor. David Allgood encouraged the full council to contact their officials regarding the reorganization.  David said the annual report was discussed by the committee.  The annual report will be sent to RSA in January 2014.  Mr. Allgood then reported the committee held a discussion about the Employer Recognition Awards.  David Allgood announced the winners.  They were:  Club Chef, HM, Kroger, Lowe’s, and Land O’Frost.  Job Placement month and KYBLN were discussed among the committee as well.  Jason Jones said the nominations forms for the Employer Recognition Awards were in the SCVR booklet.

A motion to accept the PAL committee’s recommendation to accept the of the Employer Recognition Award winners as presented by Lonnie Cowan.  Juanita Westerfield, second.  No discussion.  Motion carried unanimously.

Jason will present the winners of the Employer Recognition Award with a plaque.  All other nominations will receive Certificates of Appreciation.

Motion to accept the PAL Committee’s report and all it entails made by Irene Dervin.  Vanessa Jones, second.  Motion carried unanimously.

Policy and Planning Committee:
Terry Shockley provided the Policy and Planning Committee report.  He said the committee discussed the state plan assurances regarding the public forums.  He said staff member, Erin Hopper, asked the committee for ideas and suggestions for a video conference/meeting.  He said the committee reviewed the open meetings laws that were on page 39-59 of the SCVR meeting booklet.  Terry said the committee suggested telecommunications or public forums as part of the information gathering as well as e-mail blasts.  The committee suggests that the full council accept the use of e-mail blasts to gather information from the general public and those served.  Terry made the motion to accept the use of e-mail blasts to gather information from the general public and those served for the public forums.  David Allgood, second.  Motion carried unanimously.

Terry Shockley proceeded to report the committee discussed the service fee memorandums regarding accessible textbooks.  No action was taken.  Discussion was held among the full council regarding the accessible textbooks.

Terry Shockley said the committee discussed another service fee memorandum regarding support for post-secondary training.  The service fee memorandum stated the fee would increase to $3,000 instead of $2,500.  Terry Shockley made a motion to approve the service fee memorandum recommendation regarding the increased fee from $2,500 to $3,000.  Lonnie Cowan, second.  Motion carried unanimously.

Terry Shockley said the committee approved the Supported Higher Education Project (SHEP) Pilot Program extension with no monetary increase.  Lonnie Cowan, second.  Motion carried unanimously.
Terry Shockley said the Counselor Credentials Policy was discussed among the committee.  He suggested a motion that the full council accepts the new Counselor Credentials policy as is it is written.  David Beach provided clarification and said on page 92 of the SCVR meeting booklet there would be more details.  The motion was made by Terry Shockley and second by Vanessa Jones.  Motion carried unanimously.   

Terry Shockley concluded the committee report by informing the full council there was a discussion about the policy limiting the number of physical restoration services that OVR can provide without giving a higher level of approval.  Terry suggested a motion be made to accept the new physical restoration policy by the full council.  Second, by David Allgood.

A motion was made to accept the Policy and Planning Committee report and all it entails, by David Allgood.  Second, by Karen Rossi.  Motion carried unanimously.

Consumer Evaluation Committee:
Lisa Carrico provided the Consumer Evaluation Committee report.  She said they discussed the Strategic Plan but that it was tabled for the next meeting in December.  The Supported Employment Scorecard was discussed.  Lisa Carrico said the committee had a couple of questions regarding the Supported Employment Scorecard and received clarifications.  The committee requests the full council accept the Supported Employment Scorecard as is.  Tony Lobianco made a motion to accept the Supported Employment Scorecard as it is written in the meeting booklet.  David Allgood, second.  Motion carried unanimously.

Lisa Carrico went on to report that the committee discussed the Annual Report and the return on investment.  There were several suggestions regarding this but no motions came about regarding this.

Lisa said the committee also discussed the Consumer Satisfaction Survey quite a bit.  No motions came about regarding this as well.

Motion to accept the Consumer Evaluation Committee report and all it entails made by Lisa Carrico and Lonnie Cowan, second.  Motion carried unanimously.

Old Business:
No old business was discussed.

New business:
It was announced that Cabinet Secretary Joseph Meyer resigned and was replaced by Thomas O. Zawacki.  He hopes to be invited to a future council meeting.  Karen Rossi suggested inviting him to the joint SILC/SCVR meeting.  

Discussion was held among the full council regarding the Supported Employment scorecard and hourly positions.  Kellie Scott suggested emailing those questions to her and she would answer them.

Next Meeting Date and Location:
December 9th, 2013, Georgetown, KY

Motion to Adjourn:
Lonnie Cowan made a motion to adjourn.  Christine Edwards, second.  Motion carried unanimously.



