Approved:  December 20, 2011

Statewide Council for Vocational Rehabilitation (SCVR)
Minutes
September 19, 2011
Marriott Griffin Gate Resort
Lexington, KY

Members Present:  David Allgood, Roberta Alston, Roger Braden, Lisa Carrico, Vanessa Denham, Irene Dervin, Christine Edwards, Mike Fogle, Lee Gordon, Chairperson, Nancy Hunter, Co-Chairperson, Gretta Hylton, Mark Jackson, John Riesenberg, Karen Rossi, Terry Shockley, Beth Smith, Jane Smith, Tom West, and Juanita Westerfield 

Members Absent:  Lonnie Cowan, Matt Davis, Connie Dotson, John Riesenberg, Chastity Ross, and Lois Taurman, Member-at-Large

Staff Present:  David Beach, Holly Hendricks, Pam Jarboe, Jason Jones, Dave Matheis, Kellie Scott, Nanci Soard, and Julie Wade

Guests Present:  Lisa Adams, Tina Jackson and Anthony Perry 

Interpreters:  Judy Gooch and Thomas King

The meeting was called to order at 9:06am by SCVR chairperson, Lee Gordon.

Lee Gordon welcomed everyone.

Introductions were made and guests were recognized.

Dave Matheis reported on a few housekeeping items in regards to the day’s activities.

Executive Director’s Report:  
Beth Smith provided the Executive Director’s report.  She reported on the current year’s Positive Employment Outcomes (PEO) and stated that this year’s goals are 3,496.  As of September 19, 2011, the total of PEO’s were 2,891.  She reported that she attended a Partner for Success conference in November and stated that one of the initiatives discussed at the conference was Work Smart Kentucky.  The initiative’s purpose is the attempt to strengthen relationships between agencies of the Workforce Investment Cabinet and to initiate cost saving measures.  She then announced that the agency’s new personnel cap is set at 404 staff which includes 398 full-time staff and 6 part-time.  She aannounced that there is currently no representative from the Carl D. Perkins Vocational Training Center (CDPVTC) present at today’s meeting.  She also stated that the agency plans to hire a CDPVTC Assistant Director in the near future.  She concluded by discussing the wait-list and opening up of the Order of Selection to start serving individuals in Category III.

Order of Selection and Budget Update:
Mindy Yates provided the Order of Selection and Budget Update.  She explained how Order of Selection is defined and what it currently means for the Office of Vocational Rehabilitation (OVR).  She reported to the council members that OVR has five categories within Order of Selection and that OVR closed categories three and four in January, 2010, due to a lack of funding.  However, Mindy explained that OVR will re-open category three and allow the agency to serve more consumers on the wait-list.  Mindy then provided a brief update on the budget.  Discussion was held regarding Order of Selection.  Nancy Hunter made a motion that the council construct a letter to OVR employees acknowledging them for diligently conserving money which resulted in the agency re-opening category three.  David Allgood, second.  No discussion.  Motion carried unanimously.
David Beach spoke about where OVR is in terms of money.  He stated that the University of Kentucky has taken a big cut in funding for training regarding the Master’s in Rehabilitation Counseling Program and that no new grants were offered.  He explained that the impact of this is that KYOVR may have less qualified rehabilitation professionals across the state.  He informed the council there is a committee made of both House and Senate members in which Kentucky does not have a representative.  This committee is responsible for compiling a debt ceiling agreement and the task that has been given to this committee is to take 30 trillion dollars in debt reduction.  He encouraged advocacy efforts from the SCVR council members regarding this issue.

David Beach briefly discussed the revision of the Workforce Investment Act (WIA).  He announced that the Senate Health Committee released two or three of the titles and the one not released included the vocational rehabilitation piece.  This committee helps develop drafts. Performance Measures were discussed.  David said that the committee currently has scheduled some mark-ups but have been cancelled twice.  He believes the current them is transition services, supported employment and customized employment.

Lee Gordon mentioned Supported Employment and the possibility that OVR may only serve people with developmental disabilities.  David Beach clarified that there is an increase need for Supported Employment and spoke briefly on the customized employment piece of the Workforce Investment Act drafts.

The full council broke into their committee meetings at 9:45am.

The full council reconvened at 10:14am.

Lee Gordon called the meeting to order at 10:16am.

Motion to Approve Minutes:
Terry Shockley made motion to accept the June 20, 2011 meeting minutes.  David Allgood, second.  No discussion or changes.  Motion carried unanimously.
Chair Report:
Lee Gordon provided the Chair report.  Lee announced that the Fall CSAVR Conference will be held in October and asked the council for approval to allow him to attend as a SCVR representative.  He also announced that he is responsible for the Commission for Children with Special Healthcare Needs Youth Advisory Council which held a Summer Awards Banquet.
Staff Report:
Dave Matheis provided the Staff report.  Dave provided a re-cap of the day’s events.  He briefly discussed the SCVR Employer Recognition Awards Luncheon activities and the process of determining the winners for the awards.  He explained that Germaine O’Connell and he developed the SILC/SCVR joint meeting agenda and announced the topics being discussed during the joint meeting.  Dave then thanked staff for arranging the meetings and thanked staff for their efforts on the Comprehensive Needs Assessment Survey.
Client Assistance Program Report:
Vanessa Denham provided the Client Assistance Program report.  She announced the details of the report were located in the SCVR meeting booklet on pages 25-27.
Statewide Independent Living Council (SILC) Report:
Dave Matheis provided the SILC report and asked the SCVR members to refer to the SILC meeting minutes in the booklet on pages 18-24.  He briefly discussed that the part-time SILC coordinator, Germaine O’Connell, is in the process of revising the SILC bylaws and streamlining their process.  The SILC is also in the process of making sure all of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) Part B funds will be spent by the end of September 2011.  He also explained to the council that the role of SILC is to guide OVR on how that money will be spent by the Independent Living Centers.  These are the main things that SILC will be working on and reviewing in the next few months.
Office for the Blind (OFB) State Council Report:
Dave Matheis informed the council members that this report can be found on page 28-59 and explained that this is the Office for the Blind’s Sate Rehabilitation Council.
Committees Reports:
Executive Committee Report:
SCVR Chairperson, Lee Gordon, provided the Executive Committee report.  He reported that he and Co-Chair, Nancy Hunter, met earlier in the morning and discussed the council’s current budget and how funds were distributed over the years.  He said Dave Matheis made a few changes to the SCVR budget by moving funding into different categories to ensure equitable distribution and ensure that certain categories were adequately covered. Lee Gordon continued to say that the Executive Committee approved the changes.  Mindy Yates and Dave Matheis briefly discussed where the budget was being truly spent and staff made changes to the budget to reflect this.  Lee stated the Executive Committee approved two presentations for the December 2011 meeting.  The presentations will be on Job Placement and the Kentucky Assistive Technology Loan Corporation (KATLC).  Lee then discussed the trip to the Fall CSAVR conference in Phoenix, Arizona and asked the Executive Committee to approve his attendance at the upcoming conference.  They recommended sending Lee to the upcoming Fall CSAVR conference.  
The committee recommended to the full Council:

· The Council accept the modifications in the full budget;

· Job placement and KATLC be presentation topics for the December meeting;

· Endorse sending Lee Gordon as SCVR representative to the fall CSAVR meeting.

A motion was made to accept the Executive Committee report and all it entails by Vanessa Denham.  Juanita Westerfield, second.  No discussion was held.  Motion carried unanimously.
 
Interagency Coordinating Committee (ICC):
Dave Matheis announced the ICC meeting was postponed and has been rescheduled for a later date.

Public Awareness, Advocacy and Legislative Committee (PAL):
David Allgood provided the PAL Committee report.  He began by discussing the progress on developing social media for the agency.  He reported that the agency had recently received a social media policy from the Governor’s Office and that OVR has developed a Facebook page.  He assured the council that they page is being closely monitored and updated by a staff person at OVR.  He then discussed the upcoming Employer Recognition Awards Luncheon that is being held after the SCVR meeting and asked members if they had any suggestions for the 2012 Employer Recognition Awards ceremony to let staff know.  David informed the full council that the committee discussed impending budget cuts briefly and the Annual Report was also discussed.  He announced that the 2010 Annual Report is now located online at the OVR website.  He asked the council if they had any suggestions about the next Annual Report to submit those inquiries to Jason Jones.  The PAL committee made a recommendation to the full council to allow Chairperson, Lee Gordon to approve any final decisions on the Annual Report.  David continued to report that PAL committee member, Vanessa Denham, attended a meeting set by the Medical Review Board and was informed during the meeting that the Medical Review Board is attempting to put more restrictions on driver’s licensing and wheelchair users.  She said she would continue to advocate against the potential restrictions and will continue to attend the meetings.  She will also disseminate any valuable information she receives from the meetings to the full council at future meetings.  David said the committee recommended the council compose a letter to the Medical Review Board and Legislatures describing the potential impact on the new restrictions would have on individuals with disabilities.  David said that several members of the committee expressed. 
The committee recommended to the full Council:

· A letter be sent to the Medical Review Board and Legislatures describing the potential impact on the new restrictions would have on individuals with disabilities

After some discussion, the Council decided to get more information at the next meeting before writing a letter. A motion was made by Juanita Westerfield to modify the recommendation accordingly.  Vanessa Denham, second.  Motion carried unanimously.

Policy and Planning Committee Report:
Terry Shockley provided the Policy and Planning Committee report.  He began by informing the full council that the committee briefly discussed the policy of cost sharing and how it has now been integrated into a policy located in the agency’s Policy and Procedures manual.  He informed the council members that the committee discussed the upcoming public forums which allow the public to submit their ideas for the State Plan.  He clarified that the public forums are a federal requirement of the agency.  He announced that staff would ideally like the forums to be scheduled November 2011 to February 2012 however staff is in the process of deciding where to hold the public forums.  Terry also announced there is also an online public forum which is located on the agency website.  Terry continued to report to the full council that the committee reviewed the changes to the OVR2 Application form.  He assured the council that the changes made to the form are indeed improvements while being more simplified.  Terry reported there were no new Service Fee Memorandums to be reviewed by the committee. 
The committee recommended to the full Council:

· OVR conduct three public forums for the state plan with locations to be chosen by OVR staff;
· OVR maintain an online comment period utilizing online surveys. 
 A motion was made to accept the Policy and Planning Committee report and all its recommendations made by David Allgood.  Vanessa Denham, second.  No discussion was held.  Motion carried unanimously.

Consumer Services and Program Evaluation Committee Report:
Lisa Carrico provided the Consumer Services and Program Evaluation Committee report.  She began by discussing the latest progress on the Consumer Satisfaction Survey.  She announced that the committee discussed the telephone survey and some of the questions asked.  The committee felt that some questions from the six month and 12 month surveys could be added to the consumer satisfaction survey.  
The committee recommended to the full Council:

· The 2010 Consumer Satisfaction Survey report be formally approved

· OVR staff add questions form the 6 month/12 month survey to future consumer satisfaction surveys;

· The new OVR Case Review and Application forms be approved. 

A motion was made to accept the report and all its recommendations by Christine Edwards.  Vanessa Denham, second.  No discussion was held.  Motion carried unanimously. 
There was discussion related to Dr. Beach’s presentation earlier on the work of the Supercommittee in DC. A motion was made and seconded (names lost) that the Council send a letter to members of the Supercommittee and the Kentucky Congressional delegation on the impact of budget cuts on the vocational rehabilitation program. Motion carried unanimously.

Clarification was made by Lee Gordon in regards to him attending the Fall CSAVR conference in Phoenix, AZ.  Thanked the council for allowing him to attend.

Old Business:
No discussion was held.

New Business:
No discussion was held.

Meeting Adjourned at 11:30am

Next Meeting:
Monday, December 12, 2011
Marriott Griffin Gate Resort and Spa
Lexington, KY

