
Second Annual Arthur Campbell, Jr. Advocacy award Winner Announced 
 
The Kentucky Statewide Council for Vocational Rehabilitation (SCVR) is pleased to 
announce that Gerry Gordon-Brown is the winner of its 2016 Arthur Campbell, Jr. 
Advocacy Award. Below is a picture of Ms. Brown accepting the award and a copy of 
her acceptance speech, delivered to the Council on December 5th. 
 
 

 
 

Pictured from left: SCVR Chairperson Joe Cowan, Advocacy Award Winner Gerry Gordon-Brown, and 
Vanessa Jones who nominated Ms. Brown  

 
 
To: The members of the KY Statewide Council for Vocational Rehabilitation, Guests & 
my family. 
 

My most humble, but highest appreciation & a thousand thanks to the Kentucky 
Statewide Council for Vocational Rehabilitation. It is a great privilege & grand feeling to 
receive the Arthur Campbell, Jr. Advocacy Award. I am most appreciative of the 
opportunity to have known and worked with Arthur off and on for many years…Starting 
with my employment in 1981 at the Center for Accessible Living.  



 Arthur came to the Center in 1983, from the back room of his parents home in a 
burst of energy, and changed the “climate” of the disability rights movement in 
Kentucky. Arthur stood up for us because it was the right thing to do, and he put forth 
his dedicated efforts to make this world a better place for all people with disabilities… 
You see I, too, was born a member of the population of persons with disabilities. 
 Allow me to share with you a brief overview of my “ADVOCACY” life. I was first 
introduced to Vocational Rehabilitation Services as a senior in High School at Central 
High School in Louisville…we were and still are the Central High School “Yellow 
Jackets”. I graduated from high school and became a student at Kentucky State 
University. 
 As a senior in college I had the pleasure of marching with Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. & Jackie Robinson to push for Public Accommodations.  
 After graduation from college, I worked as an advocate in Kentuccky, Ohio, and 
Indiana as a Vocational Evaluator. I served clients with all disabilities (physical, 
cognitive, mental illness, deaf, hard-of-hearing, deafblind, and HIV). In every agency 
where I worked I strongly focused on finding “opportunities” for many people to live 
richer and more involved lives in the communities. 
 After many years at the Center for Accessible Living, I accepted a job in Frankfort 
and worked as an advocate for the Kentucky Client Assistance Program starting in 
1994. Throughout my life working in the field of advocacy; I met and worked with some 
very extraordinary people with disabilities in all 3 states: Kentucky, Ohio and Indiana, 
one of those extraordinary people being Arthur Campbell, Jr.  
 Finally your recognition of the work that we have done will remind me for many 
years to come of the wonderful memory of this day,… and for this I thank each of you 
and a special heartfelt thanks to Vanessa Jones.  Again, thank you.  
 


